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Introduction to EducationUSA

Mission and Structure: EducationUSA is the U.S. Department of State’s global network of
international student advising centers located in more than 175 countries and territories. The
Department’s Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs (ECA) oversees the network as part of its
mission to promote international educational exchange and build mutual understanding between
the people of the United States and the people of other countries. EducationUSA’s more than 430
centers are located at U.S. embassies and consulates, Fulbright Commissions, binational cultural
centers, nongovernmental organizations, and foreign universities and libraries. Supporting student
mobility to the United States is a U.S. government priority, as illustrated by the Joint Statement

of Principles in Support of International Education, released by Secretary of State Blinken and
Secretary of Education Cardona in July 2021. The Joint Statement outlines 10 principles to guide

a coordinated, national approach to renew the country’s focus on international education - from
primary and secondary education to higher education - including through enhanced support for
international students and scholars, expanded study abroad opportunities for U.S. students, and
international collaboration in research and innovation.

Regional Educational Advising Coordinators
Regional Educational Advising
Coordinators (REACs) guide and support
advisers in the EducationUSA network,
which is organized into six geographic
regions: East Asia and the Pacific, Europe
and Eurasia, Middle East and North Africa,
South and Central Asia, Sub-Saharan
Africa, and the Western Hemisphere.
REACs provide training and guidance to
advisers to enable them to maintain and
improve the quality of their work, and
they are responsible for maintaining the
quality and consistency of EducationUSA
advising services center operations in
their respective world regions. REACs
also serve as resources for the U.S.
higher education community to better
understand local educational systems
and the development of strategies for
increasing international student mobility.

Programs and Services
EducationUSA advising centers offer
a variety of services to assist both
international students and the U.S.

higher education community. The

centers provide international students
with information about the breadth of
U.S. higher education, as well as the
application process, through group
advising sessions, virtual advising,
individual appointments, and pre-
departure orientations. Basic services

for students are free of charge. The
EducationUSA network offers the U.S.
higher education community current
information and guidance to help
develop regional and country-specific
recruitment strategies, create programs
and products to connect with student
audiences abroad, and obtain information
about application and admission issues
that may impact overseas candidates.
EducationUSA advisers use their expertise
to help U.S. institutions make connections
with local universities and schools for
recruitment, study abroad programs,

and the establishment of university
partnerships. EducationUSA also works
with recruitment agents representing
accredited U.S. higher education

institutions (HEIs), incorporating them
into public events, information sessions,
and consultations.

Opportunity Funds Program

The EducationUSA Opportunity Funds
program assists high-achieving students
who are competitive for full financial aid
from U.S. colleges and universities but

lack the financial resources to cover the
upfront costs of obtaining admission, such
as testing fees, application fees, or airfare.
Opportunity Funds program students
participate in one to two years of cohort
advising sessions with EducationUSA
advising staff, ultimately diversifying the
pool of students applying to U.S. colleges
and universities. Hundreds of academically
talented students from almost 40 countries
worldwide participate in the Opportunity
Funds program each year and receive
millions of dollars in scholarship offers
from U.S. HEIs. For more information about
recruiting and supporting Opportunity
Funds students, please contact
edusaopportunity@state.gov.

An electronic version of this publication containing hyperlinks is available at https://educationusa.state.gov/us-higher-education-
professionals/recruitment-resources/global-guide

2 EducationUSA « GLOBAL GUIDE 2022

EducationUSA state.gov


https://educationusa.state.gov/
mailto:edusaopportunity%40state.gov?subject=
https://educationusa.state.gov/sites/default/files/intl_ed_joint_statement.pdf
https://educationusa.state.gov/sites/default/files/intl_ed_joint_statement.pdf
https://educationusa.state.gov/us-higher-education-professionals/recruitment-resources/global-guide
https://educationusa.state.gov/us-higher-education-professionals/recruitment-resources/global-guide

A million+ 396,000+ 4.2 million-

Social Media “likes” Webinar participants Video views

Your 5 Steps to U.S. Study U.S. Study Abroad with local universities and schools. For
One of EducationUSA’s principal The U.S. Department of State has a more information, visit the USA Study
resources, Your 5 Steps to U.S. Studly, dedicated team focused on increasing Abroad website.

guides international students through the and diversifying U.S. student mobility

application and admission processes for through programs and initiatives that

undergraduate, graduate, and English- support individual U.S. students studying

language programs, as well as for short- abroad, as well as the establishment or

term educational opportunities at U.S. expansion of study abroad programs.

colleges and universities. This framework EducationUSA advisers around the globe

provides students a timeline and practical are excellent resources for developing

tips to navigate the American higher study abroad programs for U.S. students

education sector. Your 5 Steps to U.S. Study  as they are experts on the national

is available on the EducationUSA website. education systems in their respective

countries and have strong relationships
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Resources for U.S. Higher
Education Institutions

The U.S. Department of State promotes the United States as the top

study destination for students and scholars around the world through its
EducationUSA global network of more than 430 advising centers in more than
175 countries and territories. EducationUSA provides resources and strategic
guidance to accredited U.S. institutions of higher education (HEIs) to help them
meet their international student recruitment and campus internationalization
goals. This includes information on international higher education systems that
can strengthen their international networks and potential partnerships.

Benefits of Internationalization
International students enrich U.S.
classrooms, campuses, and communities
with diverse perspectives and experiences
that expand U.S. students’ horizons.

They enhance the research and

teaching capacity of U.S institutions,
increasing their prestige and position

in the competition for global talent.

The knowledge and skills all students
develop on an internationalized U.S.
campus prepare them to become the
next generation of world leaders, who
work across languages, cultures, and
borders to solve shared global challenges.
International students and their families
also benefit the U.S. economy. The U.S.
Department of Commerce estimates that
international students studying in the
United States contributed more than $31.8
billion to the U.S. economy in tuition and
living expenses during the 2021 calendar
year, for a trade surplus of $26.2 billion.

Promoting Diversity of U.S. Higher
Education

With the goal of promoting the diversity
of U.S. higher education, EducationUSA
advocates for study at the more than
4,000 accredited U.S. HEIs and supports
HElIs that are working to increase their
capacity to host international students.
This diversification will help international
students find their best fit academically,
financially, and socially. According to data
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reported in the 2027 Open Doors® Report
on International Educational Exchange,

in academic year (AY) 2021-2022, one

of every three international students
studied in only three states: California,
New York, or Texas. While there are
excellent institutions in these three states,
there are many high-quality institutions
across the country, including community
colleges, looking to welcome international
students. EducationUSA is committed to
helping these and other institutions, such
as minority-serving institutions (MSIs) and
historically Black colleges and universities
(HBCUs), meet their internationalization
goals.

Research on U.S. and International
Student Mobility

The U.S. Department of State funds the
Institute of International Education’s
Open Doors® Report on International
Educational Exchange, an annual survey
of international students and scholars in
the United States and of U.S. students
studying abroad in credit-bearing
courses. Open Doors data is used by
U.S. embassies and consulates; the U.S.
Departments of State, Commerce, and
Education; and other federal, state, and
local organizations to inform policy
decisions about educational exchanges,
trade in educational services, and

study abroad activity. U.S. colleges and
universities, foreign governments, and the

media rely on these comparative statistics
to analyze trends in student mobility.

EducationUSA Adviser and REAC
Expertise

EducationUSA encourages the U.S. higher
education community to connect with
EducationUSA advisers and REACs in the
United States and abroad. Institutions can
engage by taking the following actions:

« Join U.S. higher education professionals,
REACs, and advisers from key overseas
markets at the annual EducationUSA
Forum in Washington, DC, or regional
forums held overseas.

Participate in EducationUSA
international student recruitment fairs
throughout the year. EducationUSA
fairs connect U.S. HEIs with local
students interested in opportunities

to study in the United States.
EducationUSA is pleased to announce
the launch of a new registration and
payment portal which will serve

as a centralized platform for U.S.

HEI representatives to register for
EducationUSA fairs taking place around
the world. The fair portal responds to
requests for a simplified, streamlined
option for fair registration and fee
payment. U.S. HEI representatives will
create individual accounts on the fair
portal, allowing them to log in, register
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for, and (as applicable) pay for one or
more EducationUSA fairs.

* Engage with EducationUSA virtually by
participating in virtual fairs, webinars,
consultations, and other events.

* Host EducationUSA advisers for visits
and training programs on your campus,
either virtually or in person. Ensuring
that advisers have access to current
information and skills-based training
is essential to the success of the
EducationUSA network. The following
opportunities are available:

» Host an EducationUSA Adviser
Training Institute: Each EducationUSA
Adviser Training Institute includes
an introductory segment held either
virtually or in Washington at the U.S.
Department of State and a second
segment of virtual or in-person
campus-based training. Further
information, including the application
to host on-campus training, is
available on the EducationUSA
website.

» Engage in campus visits/higher
education association conferences:
Experienced advisers represent
EducationUSA at a variety of

EducationUSA state.gov

U.S. higher education association
conferences each year, either virtually
or in person. Advisers often visit
colleges and universities, either
virtually or in person, before or

after these conferences. Calls for
campus hosts are publicized on the
EducationUSA website and in the
monthly EducationUSA newsletter for
higher education professionals.

» Offer to serve as a subject matter
expert in EducationUSA adviser training
programs.

* Direct students who are accepted to
study at U.S. HEIs to EducationUSA
pre-departure orientations in their home
countries.

HEI Exclusive Website Access

The U.S. higher education section of the
EducationUSA website helps institutions
develop and refine their international
student recruitment strategies. Free
logins are available to employees of U.S.
postsecondary institutions accredited by
bodies recognized by the U.S. Department
of Education and to members of higher
education professional associations. A
higher education professional login allows
users to access information that can be
found only on the EducationUSA website

and to post their institutions’ scholarship
opportunities for international students.

Strategies for International Student
Recruitment

The EducationUSA network provides
advice about developing regional and
country-specific recruitment strategies.
Institutions can collaborate with
EducationUSA to enhance their strategies
in a wide variety of ways:

» Consult REACs, the first point of contact
for advice regarding a specific region
or country. REAC contact information
is available to accredited U.S. HEIs
that create a profile to log into the
EducationUSA website.

* Ask REACs about connecting with
foreign government education ministries
and scholarship-granting bodies in the
region.

* Encourage prospective students
to connect with EducationUSA
advisers early in the college search
and application process for guidance
and to ensure they receive accurate
information.

* Demystify the U.S. application and
admissions process by directing
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international students to Your 5 Steps
to U.S. Study on the EducationUSA
website.

Conduct market research to identify
audiences of prospective students

in regions or countries that fit your
institution’s recruitment priorities. Utilize
the Open Doors® Report on International
Educational Exchange and the Student
Mobility Facts and Figures sheets
available on the EducationUSA website.

Visit EducationUSA advising centers

to engage student audiences and
gain exposure for your institution or

EducationUSA « GLOBAL GUIDE 2022

program. (Contact individual advising
centers for details on reopening and
options for in-person visits.) REACs and
advisers can help you make the most of
your international recruitment efforts,
whether in person or virtual. Contact
local centers in advance to arrange
meetings or school visits, schedule
presentations with students, or attend a
college fair.

* Encourage international alumni to get
involved with EducationUSA advising
centers. Word of mouth is an important
factor in building institutional name
recognition overseas, and alumni can be

excellent ambassadors. EducationUSA
advisers can assist in setting up alumni
presentations.

* Leverage state and regional consortia
relationships with the EducationUSA
network to promote an institution to
students abroad. EducationUSA works
with state and regional consortia
that promote U.S. cities, states, and
regions as destinations for international
students.

Enhanced Outreach and Networking

In addition to resources such as country
reports and presentations on timely issues
in the field, EducationUSA offers an array
of services for U.S. higher education,
including:

« Hosting or attending an EducationUSA
Seminar: These day-long seminars,
held virtually or in person, convene U.S.
Department of State officials and other
U.S. government representatives, higher
education institutions, higher education
associations, and other higher education
experts to share best practices in
campus internationalization, learn
about U.S. government resources for
promoting U.S. colleges and universities
to students overseas, and discuss ways
to build networks for international
student recruitment and support.
Institutions new to international student
recruitment and underrepresented
institutions are especially encouraged to
attend.

* Accessing the EducationUSA network of
advisers and REACs

* Connecting with EducationUSA staff
based in Washington, DC

« Connecting with U.S. embassy
representatives abroad

« Facilitating connections with foreign
higher education institutions and
organizations

« Participating in EducationUSA webinars
as content experts

* Subscribing to the U.S. Higher Education
Monthly Update

* Scheduling visits to EducationUSA
centers

EducationUSA state.gov
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* Accessing special programming,
such as EducationUSA Seminars, the
Opportunity Funds program, regional
fairs, and other events

* Providing social media platforms
that help schools engage prospective
international students

Dedicated Domestic Outreach Team
EducationUSA values its relationship with
the U.S. higher education community
and has created a dedicated domestic
outreach team to engage U.S. HEIs
through a variety of initiatives, including:

» Offering EducationUSA Seminars

* Hosting EducationUSA Dialogues
webinars

* Expanding best practices in
internationalization

* |[dentifying and sharing best practices in
international student campus integration

* Supporting collaboration and
networking among U.S. HEIs

* Featuring U.S. HEI representatives
as guest speakers in EducationUSA
Interactives, EducationUSA Seminars, or
EducationUSA Dialogues

* Promoting the diversity of U.S. higher
education, including the U.S. community
college system and 2+2 model for
international student transfer to a four-
year college or university

Continued Collaboration with
Stakeholders

EducationUSA is committed to working
with the full array of institutions,
organizations, and individuals that
advance opportunities for qualified
international students to study in the
United States. This includes agents
identified by accredited U.S. HEIs as their
representatives overseas. EducationUSA
content and other relevant resources -
including this annual publication, Global
Guide; Student Mobility Facts and Figures
information sheets; Open Doors, and the
EducationUSA website - are available to
the public.

EducationUSA state.gov
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EducationUSA Regional Educational
By the Numbers Advising Coordinator

EducationUSA collects statistics to measure outreach to
prospective students through center-based and outreach (REAC) M a p

activities, and virtual and social media platforms.

Number of In-Center Contacts (both in-person and
virtual), by Type

Individual advising appointments 68,873

Advising by phone or SMS (each 169,033
conversation)

Advising by email 303,316
Group advising attendees 377722
Walk-ins/library/computer users 88,289
U.S. institution representatives 26,156
Online Course attendees 15,952
Total 1,049,341

Education fairs (in-person & virtual) 392,108
American Corners/Centers 1,464
Local universities/secondary schools 46,632

Other fairs/conferences/seminars 5,867

Host government events 466
Embassy/consulate events 2,447
Public locations 4,070
Other activities 4154

Number of Virtual/Social Media Contacts, by Type

Mexico City, Mexico
Maria Mefcedes Salmon
' - 3=

Social networks - page likes 5,396,789

3

2>

i
~

Instagram followers 526,904 .
d Quito, Ecuador

Videos/video channels views 4,218,618 Ana Villavicencio o
Skype/WhatsApp/IM advising 541,942

Blog visitors 178,259 -

Twitter/microblog followers 524,810 Rio de Janeiro, Brazil
3

EducationUSA webinar participants 396,090 - Rita-Moriconi

EducationUSA Interactive Session 6,321 §
WEYS :{,,«

Total 11,789,733

| Total | 4343930 |

Grand Total 17,650,212 2

*Changes in classification and methodology have resulted in variances
that should not be interpreted as trends over time in specific
categories.
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Brussels, Belgium
Vacant

Q Kyiv, Ukraine
Q Katherine Scodova

Budapest, Hungary
Gordana Mirchikj

Doha, Qatar Q
Melissa Deschamps
Dubai, UAE
Karen Bauer
Accra, Ghana
Diane Weisz Young
Nairobi, Kenya
Vacant

Q Johannesburg, South Africa
Clara Priester
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Seoul, Republic of Korea
Vincent Flores

New Delhi, India
Lewis Cardenas

Bangkok, Thailand
Charles Hornstra

Jakarta, Indonesia
LukerYim
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EducationUSA
Worldwide Advising
Centers

Types of Center (By color)

Levels of Service: Advising centers

in the EducationUSA network

offer one of three levels of service:
Comprehensive, Standard, or
Reference. To find an advising center,
visit https://educationusa.state.gov/
find-advising-center.
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Comprehensive Centers
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EducationUSA Advising Centers

Comprehensive
» Adheres to the EducationUSA Principles
of Good Practice

* Maintains an up-to-date library of
reference books and materials

 Offers individual and group advising,
information on financial aid, and pre-
departure orientations and information

* Employs advising staff who have college
degrees (U.S. bachelor’s degree or
equivalent) and are proficient in spoken
and written English

* Provides virtual advising and consulting
through email, the web, social media, and
instant messaging

* Maintains computers with internet access
for visitors

* Organizes and participates in alumni
group activities and college fairs, hosting
the EducationUSA booth

* Maintains relationships with local
high school counselors and university
administrators, and conducts outreach to
local high schools and higher education
institutions

* Provides briefings on the local education
system for visiting U.S. representatives

* Describes and compares U.S. and host
country educational systems

* Provides information on Ministry of

Education recognition and certification of
local high schools and universities

12 EducationUSA « GLOBAL GUIDE 2022

* Facilitates communication between local
secondary and tertiary institutions and
visiting U.S. representatives

« Organizes public presentations at off-site
locations for visiting U.S. representatives

* Hosts visiting U.S. representatives for

thematic presentations on U.S. higher

* Organizes general U.S. higher education
orientation sessions, often featuring
visiting U.S. school representatives

* Provides information on local
government and foundation scholarships,
as well as other financial aid

* Displays college- and university-provided

» Adheres to the EducationUSA Principles
of Good Practice

* Maintains an up-to-date library of
reference books and materials

* Employs, at minimum, one adviser, and
offers hours sufficient to meet local

* Employs advising staff proficient in
spoken and written English

« Offers individual advising

* Provides information on financial aid

* Describes and compares U.S. and host
country educational systems

* Maintains relationships with local
high school counselors and university
administrators

¢ Displays U.S. college- and university-
provided materials

* Provides access to internet-based
videoconferencing equipment

« Offers pre-departure information and
orientations

« Participates in college fairs, hosting the
EducationUSA booth

 Provides briefings on the local education
system for visiting U.S. representatives

* Provides information on Ministry of
Education recognition and certification of
local high schools and universities

* Organizes general U.S. higher education
orientation sessions, often featuring
visiting U.S. school representatives

Reference
« Adheres to the EducationUSA Principles
of Good Practice

* Maintains an up-to-date library of
reference books and materials

* Employs no adviser or offers minimal
personal assistance to students

EducationUSA state.gov
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Socilal Media

Social media and other digital communication tools linking the EducationUSA
network to students and U.S. higher education institutes (HEIs) are critical to
EducationUSA’s goal of promoting U.S. higher education around the world.

Platforms and Trends

Facebook, Instagram, and LinkedIn

are the most widely used social media
platforms by EducationUSA centers
around the world. EducationUSA Twitter
and YouTube pages are also popular.

In 2021, the flagship EducationUSA
Facebook page generated more than
180,000 engagements, while the flagship
Twitter account’s following grew to more
than 26,000. The flagship EducationUSA
Instagram account was relaunched in
2019, and over the course of 2021 saw its
following increase by 27.5 percent to more
than 96,000. The EducationUSA LinkedIn
account had 14,390 followers at the end of
2021. EducationUSA continues to leverage
Facebook Live and virtual meeting
platforms such as Zoom and Google Meet
to expand and enhance outreach.

EducationUSA advising centers have also
embraced country- and region-specific
social media platforms to better engage
with the students they serve. For example,
advisers in Russian-speaking countries
reach students on VKontakte, while
advisers in China connect with students
via WeChat and the microblogging site
Sina Weibo. Similarly, those in South
Korea employ Kakao Talk and Naver, while
Telegram is popular in Iran, Uzbekistan,
and Tajikistan. Finally, WhatsApp is widely
popular in many regions of the world.
Where an in-person advising presence is
not feasible - as is the case in Iran, Libya,
and Syria - EducationUSA advising centers
operate exclusively on virtual platforms.

For downloadable PDFs listing
EducationUSA-branded social media
properties worldwide, visit the social
media page on the EducationUSA website.

Facebook

Likes: 5.3 million+

EducationUSA state.gov

Global Marketing Campaign
EducationUSA’s global marketing
campaign is focused on promoting the
United States as the top study abroad
destination for international students,
with specific messaging on how a U.S.
education can help position students for

a successful future. The first phase of the
digital advertising campaign - including
targeted video assets and a global anthem
video - was piloted across a myriad of
social media platforms around the globe.
The second phase of the marketing
campaign is under way and includes
additional promotional assets, multiple
core messaging pillars, and digital tool kits
designed to strengthen the EducationUSA
brand while serving as a resource for

the benefit of the U.S. higher education
community.

EducationUSA Interactive Webinars

The EducationUSA Interactive series,
produced in collaboration with the U.S.
Department of State’s Bureau of Global
Public Affairs Interactive Team, consists of
studio-produced Facebook Live programs
featuring international students, U.S. higher
education representatives, and other
experts discussing timely themes such as
U.S. campus culture, the financing of U.S.
study, college and university admissions,
and the U.S. visa process. Other topics
have included student athletics, Muslim
student experiences, LGBTQI+ campus
communities, support for international
students with disabilities, and community
colleges. The Interactives, which are
hosted on EducationUSA’s Facebook page,
attract viewers from around the world,
and viewers can engage with panelists in
real time. Previous episodes are archived
and available for viewing on YouTube. In

addition to full episodes, there are several
digestible clips highlighting key points for
quick and easy reference. EducationUSA
will continue working with colleagues
across the U.S. Department of State as
well as with subject matter experts from
throughout the U.S. higher education
sector to produce quality interactive
programs for prospective students about
the topics that matter most to them.

EducationUSA Website

EducationUSA’s mobile-friendly website
serves as the central information hub

for the EducationUSA network. There,
international students and their parents
can find reliable information about
studying in the United States. Advisers
regularly post information about upcoming
in-person and virtual events, making

the site the best place to find listings

of EducationUSA events worldwide.

In addition, social media posts from
EducationUSA’s Instagram account are
pulled onto the homepage, creating an
interactive and dynamic site. Links to
social media on each page allow users to
share pertinent information about study
in the United States with their own social
network. The site also provides resources
for U.S. HElIs, as well as foreign institutions
and government users. Higher education
professionals can request a login to access
REAC contact information, subscribe

to the monthly newsletter, and submit
scholarship opportunities and news stories
targeted to the international student
audience for posting to the site. All users
can now access yearly Student Mobility
Facts and Figures sheets for countries and
locations worldwide.

Instagram
Followers: 526,000+
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EducationUSA Regional Reach

Contacts Made in 2021 by Region

Sub-Saharan East Asia and Europe and biltefel e e South and Western

Africa Pacific Eurasia and;lft: Ir‘t:I; Central Asia Hemisphere

Total contacts made
through advising centers 161,518 139,491 150,855 99,289 234,646 263,542
(both in-person and virtual)

Advising center-based

157,106 135,307 147,310 98,469 230,714 254,279

contacts
e ation 4,412 4184 3,545 820 3,932 9,263
representative contacts
VELE@EES IEeD 70,278 102,458 96,689 25,965 42,958 128,860
through outreach activities
Education fairs (in-person

. 43,229 78,650 89,651 15,620 37,268 127,690
& virtual)
American Corners/Centers 5,495 1,350 967 3,176 268 208
Local universities/ 18773 18,200 4196 2,329 2,891 243
secondary schools
Dibie el e e 1,636 737 1,033 502 1,904 55
seminars
Host government events 66 338 51 9 1 1
Embassy/consulate events 180 592 110 806 518 241
Public locations 192 1,501 319 2,039 2 17
Other activities 707 1,090 362 1,484 106 405
e ad 978,871 2,040,235 1,007,390 1,554,878 3,809,773 1,559,799
through virtual platforms
Social media platforms 919,543 1,962,268 966,408 1,548,591 3,669,006 1,489,609
Webinars 59,328 77,967 40,982 6,287 140,767 70,190

GRAND TOTAL 1,210,667 2,282,184 1,254,934 1,680,132 4,087,377 1,952,201

*Changes in classification and methodology have resulted in variances that should not be interpreted as trends over time in specific categories.
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The U.S. Departments of State and Commerce are committed to ensuring that the United States
remains the top destination of choice for international students. The departments work toward the
goal of supporting international student mobility to the United States and collaborate wherever
possible to strengthen inbound student mobility through a diverse range of activities and events.

EducationUSA

EducationUSA is the U.S. Department of State’s global network
of more than 430 international student advising centers staffed
by approximately 550 professionals in more than 175 countries
and territories worldwide. EducationUSA is the department’s
official source of information on U.S. higher education and, in an
increasingly competitive global environment, promotes the value
of U.S. higher education to students, families, institutions, and
governments abroad.

The EducationUSA network also provides strategic guidance
on international student recruitment and support and

campus internationalization to all accredited U.S. colleges

and universities through a suite of basic services that are
provided free of charge. EducationUSA works with the Foreign
Commercial Service (FCS) at U.S. embassies and consulates
abroad to support the goals of visiting trade missions or U.S.
higher education institutions (HElIs).

EducationUSA advising centers are based at a wide variety

of host institutions, such as U.S. embassies and consulates,
Fulbright Commissions, binational centers, and local universities.
Advisers provide prospective international students with
accurate, comprehensive, and current information about
opportunities to study in the United States, application
procedures, testing requirements, student visas, and financial
aid.

To ensure that financial constraints do not limit highly qualified
international students from opportunities to pursue their
academic studies in the United States, the EducationUSA
Opportunity Funds program assists academically talented and
economically disadvantaged students who are likely to be
awarded full financial aid from U.S. colleges and universities, but
who lack the financial resources to cover the array of upfront
costs associated with applying to and enrolling in U.S. HElIs.

EducationUSA also funds the annual Open Doors® Report on
International Educational Exchange implemented by the Institute
of International Education (IIE). The report is an annual survey
of international students and scholars in the United States and of
U.S. students studying abroad in credit-bearing courses.

EducationUSA state.gov

U.S. Commercial Service

U.S. education ranked eighth among service exports in 2021.
International students studying in the United States contributed
more than $31.8 billion to the U.S. economy in tuition and living
expenses during the 2021 calendar year, for a trade surplus of
$26.2 billion.

The U.S. Department of Commerce’s International Trade
Administration’s (ITA) mission is to create prosperity by
strengthening the international competitiveness of U.S. industry,
promoting trade and investment, and ensuring fair trade and
compliance with trade laws and agreements.

The U.S. Commercial Service is the trade promotion arm of ITA.
The U.S. Commercial Service has 1,330 trade professionals located
in Washington, DC, and more than 100 cities throughout the
United States, and in U.S. embassies, consulates, and business
centers in more than 75 countries. These professionals are
dedicated to helping U.S. education service providers get started
in exporting and developing partnerships in new global markets.

The U.S. Commercial Service and ITA’s Global Education Team
help U.S. educational institutions and organizations build a
recruitment pipeline and partnership channels through various
program offerings that are unique to the education sector. The
U.S. Commercial Service provides counseling on market potential
for programs and develops market research for the education
industry. Support includes prescheduled meetings with potential
partners, virtual events, trade missions, assistance at trade
shows, and single-school promotions. The U.S. Commercial
Service also supports the U.S. educational state consortia across
the United States with development, promotion, and strategic
planning for international recruitment and highlights their states
as study destinations. ITA’s Global Education Team launched

the USA: A Study Destination campaign to assist the U.S.
international education industry to compete, increasing trade
and investment opportunities for institutions and study states.
For a complete list of study states, please visit the ITA’s USA: A
Study Destination website.

To find out more about how the U.S. Commercial Service and
its Global Education Team can help you achieve export success,
please visit the ITA’s Education and Training Services Resource
Guide on the ITA website.
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Sub-Saharan Africa

Regional EducationUSA Profile

Angola, Benin, Botswana, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Cabo Verde, Cameroon, Central African Republic, Chad, Comoros, Republic of the
Congo, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Cote d’lvoire, Djibouti, Equatorial Guinea, Eritrea, Eswatini, Ethiopia, Gabon, The Gambia,
Ghana, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Kenya, Lesotho, Liberia, Madagascar, Malawi, Mali, Mauritania, Mauritius, Mozambique, Namibia, Niger,
Nigeria, Réunion, Rwanda, St. Helena, Sao Tome and Principe, Senegal, Seychelles, Sierra Leone, Somalia, South Africa, South Sudan,
Sudan, Tanzania, Togo, Uganda, Zambia, Zimbabwe

EducationUSA
Advising Centers
in the Region

32 Comprehensive
30 Standard
4 Reference

1 “Africa” in this section
refers to the 51 countries of Sub-Saharan Africa

An electronic version of this publication
containing hyperlinks is available

at https://educationusa.state.gov/
us-higher-education-professionals/
recruitment-resources/global-guide
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The EducationUSA network across Sub-
Saharan Africa comprises 66 advising
centers, including 32 comprehensive, 30
standard, and four reference centers, and
74 EducationUSA advisers throughout
the region when fully staffed. Of the 66
centers in the region, 46 are located in
U.S. embassies and consulates, 11 are

at Global Youth Advising Centers in
South Africa, six are located in American
Corners, and one is at an independent
organization. Most of the EducationUSA
advisers in the region work part time as
advisers and have other responsibilities
within the public affairs sections at U.S.
embassies or consulates.

All standard and comprehensive centers
offer EducationUSA general information
and subject-specific sessions, respond

to queries from U.S. colleges and
universities, offer opportunities for higher
education institutions (HEIs) to make
presentations to public audiences, and
contribute to pre-departure orientations.
Many comprehensive centers in the region
offer EducationUSA Scholars Programs, a
competitive cohort program that guides
academically talented students through
the entire Your Five Steps to U.S. Study
process.

The EducationUSA Opportunity Funds
program, serving high-achieving
prospective students who demonstrate
financial need, currently operates at 18
advising centers in Botswana, Eswatini,
Ethiopia, Ghana (two centers), Kenya,
Malawi, Namibia, Nigeria (two centers),
Rwanda, South Africa, Togo, Uganda,
Zambia, and Zimbabwe (three centers).

Regional Overview

More than one billion people live in Sub-
Saharan Africa (SSA), almost 20 percent
of whom are between the ages of 15 and
24. According to the United Nations, these
young people will represent 42 percent
of the world’s college-age youth in ten
years. This explosion in college-age youth
is creating three scenarios: (1) Many SSA
countries do not have the local capacity
to provide tertiary education for qualified
students. As a result, SSA students are
highly mobile and seek higher education
opportunities outside their home
countries. (2) The cost associated with
tertiary education at home or abroad is
often a challenge. (3) Global competition
for the recruitment of these students has
increased.

Sub-Saharan African students are some of
the most highly mobile students seeking
higher education opportunities abroad.

According to the 2027 Open Doors®
Report on International Educational
Exchange, SSA saw the smallest change in
mobility due to the COVID-19 pandemic, a
drop of 6.3 percent in student mobility to
the United States from the previous year.
The pandemic’s impact on SSA students
in the United States was less than that
experienced in other regions because
more SSA students come to the United
States for undergraduate and graduate
degrees than for the short-term programs
that were most impacted. Over the past
five years, there has been a 10.5 percent
increase in the number of students

from the region studying in the United
States. Ten countries (Nigeria, Ghana,
Kenya, Ethiopia, South Africa, Rwanda,
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Zimbabwe, the Democratic Republic of
the Congo, Céte D’Ivoire, and Cameroon)
each send more than 1,000 students
annually. They account for 78 percent
(30,643) of the Sub-Saharan African
students studying in the United States.
The top five countries (Nigeria, Ghana,
Kenya, Ethiopia, and South Africa) alone
accounted for 63 percent of SSA students
studying in the United States in academic
year (AY) 2020-2021.

Over the past five years, the Democratic
Republic of the Congo, Namibia, South
Sudan, and Somalia have all experienced
an increase of 50 percent or more in the
number of students studying in the United
States.

In AY 2020-2021, more than 39,000
Sub-Saharan African students studied

in the United States. As with the rest of
the world, the pandemic was responsible

Student Mobility in the Region (Five-Year Trend)

for a declining number of U.S. students
studying in the region. In AY 2019-2020,
5,444 U.S. students studied in Sub-
Saharan Africa, 60 percent fewer than
the 13,455 who studied in SSA during AY
2018-2019.

The rising numbers of young people and
Sub-Saharan African students’ interest in
pursuing higher education abroad make
the region an important recruitment
destination for U.S. HEIs. Furthermore,
technological advances have increased
the need for coursework and training

in STEM fields to meet local workforce
development needs. According to the
United Nations Educational, Scientific
and Cultural Organization (UNESCO)
Institute of Statistics, more than 371,000
students from Sub-Saharan Africa are
currently studying abroad, with the top
five destinations being France, South
Africa, the United States, Morocco, and
the United Kingdom. Additionally, a
significant number of students from
Sub-Saharan Africa are studying in
China, which does not report statistics to
UNESCO.

As countries adjust to the “new normal,”
competition for SSA students will
continue to increase. Expect countries
like China, France, the United Kingdom,
and Germany to recruit in SSA and offer
scholarships to students. Before January
2022, Russia and Ukraine were also
recruiting SSA students.

Sub-Saharan Africa includes several
regional, economic, and political

41,697

42,000

40,290

39,000

36,000

33,000

30,000

2016/17
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2017/18 2018/19

2019/20

2020/21
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Sub-Saharan Africa

organizations that bind nations across
the continent together. For example, 15
countries in West Africa comprise the
Economic Community of West African
States (ECOWAS). The Southern African
Development Community (SADC)
includes 16 countries in Southern Africa.
The East African Community (EAC), is a
regional intergovernmental organization
that brings together seven countries.
These subregional blocs encourage
interregional trade and migration and
offer educated youth an opportunity

to seek additional employment
opportunities.

Agriculture, oil and gas, banking, tourism,
and technology are the dominant
industries in the region, leading many
students to pursue studies and careers

in STEM fields. Expertise in agriculture
and agricultural engineering, water dam
construction, and irrigation development
are particularly sought after in Eritrea,
Kenya, Madagascar, Nigeria, Uganda, and
Zimbabwe.

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic,
EducationUSA in Sub-Saharan Africa
shifted to virtual advising to engage and
support students. The region continues
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to host U.S. recruiters and admissions
representatives in virtual recruitment
programs to showcase the strength and
diversity of U.S. universities and colleges.
Some of the platforms used for virtual
advising include Facebook, Google Meet,
Instagram, Twitter, Viber, WhatsApp,

and Zoom. Prospective students in the
region have continued to participate in
virtual programs, with Facebook Live and
WhatsApp being the preferred platforms
as they use less bandwidth. Instagram is
also growing in popularity.

While the region is home to diverse
educational systems, most require
students to sit for senior-year national
exams. For example, in West Africa,
students take the West African

Senior School Certificate Examination
(WASSCE). Kenya requires the Kenya
Certificate of Secondary Education
(KCSE), and South Africa mandates
that students take “matric” exams. All
francophone countries continue to require
the French baccalaureate, or the “bac.”

Mobile phone usage is ubiquitous in
Sub-Saharan Africa, and many students
access the internet through their phones
to research and apply to U.S. universities.

Mobile-friendly websites are critical to
reaching these students and ensuring that
institutional information is available and
accessible. Because costs associated with
mobile device data plans can limit the
number of students able to participate
in virtual activities and the amount of
time they can remain engaged, shorter
presentations are preferred. Unreliable
electrical service can also present a
challenge in some parts of the region.
Many students rely on EducationUSA
advising centers and American Spaces
to access books, test preparation
materials, technology, workstations,

and free internet connections. However,
as of mid-2022, most advising centers
remain closed due to the pandemic with
Embassies primarily focused on virtual
methods. This presents a temporary
barrier to student access. Despite the
closures, many advisers are conducting
in-person outreach at local schools

and use American Spaces for advising
activities.

Recent Trends

Interest in studying in the United States
remains very high among both students
and parents. The 6.3 percent decline in
the number of students from Sub-Saharan
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Five Countries of Origin

in the Region with Highest
Per Capita College-Age
Student Mobility to the
United States

Mauritius
College-Age
Population

95,699

Equatorial Guinea
College-Age
Population

100,935

Gabon
College-Age
Population

179,211

Ghana
College-Age
Population

2,827,552

Eswatini
College-Age
Population

121,274

Source: UNESCO Institute of Statistics; Indicator:
2018 or most recent Population of the official age
for tertiary education, both sexes

EducationUSA state.gov

Africa studying in the United States - a loss
of 2,636 students - represented the lowest
percentage decline of all regions. Most
students from the region remained in the
United States throughout the pandemic
because they could not travel home.

Prior to COVID, Sub-Saharan Africa
continued to send a growing number of
students to the United States. In fact, from
2016 to 2020, there was a 64.4 percent
increase, from 25,364 students in 2016 to
41,697 students in 2020.

COVID disrupted education for all students,
but particularly for women. According to
an International Politics and Society article
published in March 2022 (“Africa’s Lost
Girls”): “One of the most underreported
effects of the COVID-19 pandemic is

its adverse effect on girls’ education,
especially in Africa. An entire generation of
African girls has been lost after lockdown-
induced disruptions in their education, as
many girls did not return to school after
they reopened last year.”

UNESCO reports that France continues to
be the top study destination for students
from Sub-Saharan Africa, followed by
South Africa, the United States, Morocco,
and the United Kingdom. China does not
report data to UNESCO.

Competition in the region is real. The
perennial competitors China, France,
Germany, and the United Kingdom
continue to draw large numbers of
students from Sub-Saharan Africa. In
addition, Canada and Malaysia actively
recruit in Sub-Saharan Africa. Prior

to the war, Ukraine and Russia also
demonstrated tremendous interest in
recruiting students from the region.
Canada has invested substantial funding
in its recruitment efforts in the region and
promotes the opportunity for permanent
residency.

Top Senders and Countries to Watch
Below are the top 10 countries in the
region by number of students studying in
the United States. Student Mobility Facts
and Figures sheets for all countries are
available on the EducationUSA website.

Nigeria
Ghana
Kenya
Ethiopia
South Africa

NN

6. Rwanda

7. Zimbabwe

8. Democratic Republic of the Congo
(Kinshasa)*

9. Cote d’lvoire

10. Cameroon

*It is important to note that the majority
of students from the Democratic Republic
of the Congo apply to study in the United
States from outside of their home country.

HEls should consider the following
locations in their recruitment plans to help
diversify SSA students on U.S. campuses:

* There are several countries in East
and Southern Africa that have
experienced steady growth over the
past five years: Madagascar, Malawi,
Mauritius, Mozambique, South Sudan,
and Uganda. Although travel to these
countries may be restricted by time
and budgets, EducationUSA advisers
in these countries are prepared to offer
virtual sessions.

* Sierra Leone. The EducationUSA
Advising Center now has an
EducationUSA Scholars Program.

What to Expect in the Next Three to Five
Years

Sub-Saharan African students will
continue to seek higher education outside

African Countries with
More than 1,000 Students
in the United States

Country # Of
Students

% Change

12,860 -6.6%
4,229 0.2%
3,502 -5.6%

Nigeria
Ghana

Kenya
Ethiopia 2,166 -8.1%

South Africa 2,079 -6.5%
Rwanda 1,333 -7.7%
Zimbabwe 1,304 -5.3%

Congo, Dem.
Rep. of the
(Kinshasa) 1,125 -6.1%

Cote d’lvoire/

Ivory Coast 1,115 -11.3%
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Sub-Saharan Africa

of their home countries because the
number of qualified students far exceeds
the spaces available at local universities.

Continued population growth will
exacerbate this capacity issue. Africa’s
2.45 percent population growth rate in
2021is very high compared to the U.S.
rate of 0.59 percent and is projected
to remain above 2 percent for the next
20 years, according to Statistics Times.
The World Factbook reports that 19.54

African Students by Level of Study

in the Region

Associate
Bachelor
Master
Doctorate

All Other

Source: SEVIS, May 2022
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percent of people in Africa are aged 15 to
24. According to the United Nations, in
10 years 42 percent of the world’s youth
aged 15 to 24 will live in Africa.

In addition to capacity constraints,
students in most countries within Sub-
Saharan Africa face being assigned to a
field of study based on their secondary
school leaving exams. Prospective
students and their families appreciate the
flexibility of being allowed to declare a

5,274
20,104
14,487

7,950

2,549

(oe]1]11447

Nigeria
Ghana
Kenya
Ethiopia
South Africa

major after two years of undergraduate
study in the United States. Prospective
students and their families are likely to
need substantial instruction to understand
the U.S. educational system, because it is
so dissimilar to their own.

Finally, interest in graduate study in the
United States has grown and is expected
to continue to increase. In 2019, 31 percent
of all SSA students in the United States
studied at the graduate level, and by
2021 that had risen to 34.2 percent. Sub-
Saharan African students are seeking
specialized advanced degrees that may
not be offered in their home countries.
Funding opportunities through graduate
assistantships are another reason
students seek graduate study in the
United States.

Virtual Engagement and Social Media
Usage

Over the past two years, SSA has seen
benefits and experienced constraints in
virtual engagement and social media
usage.

One significant benefit is the ability

of advisers and HEIs to connect with
students outside of major cities.

Physical recruiting visits and fairs were
often limited to major cities because

of budget, time, and sometimes travel
warnings. Advising centers offered local
sessions, and REACs offered regional
sessions. Now, many sessions are live-
streamed on local Facebook pages and
the EducationUSA Africa Connections
page, allowing students, counselors,

and other stakeholders to access the
sessions. Advisers also use WhatsApp and
Instagram to communicate with students,
counselors, and other stakeholders.

Regional Student Totals Top Five
Countries of Origin

2020/21 % Change

-6.6%
0.2%
-5.6%
-8.1%
-6.5%

12,860
4,229
3,502

2,166
2,079
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HEls can participate in local or regional
sessions by contacting REACs or advisers.

Another benefit of increased
opportunities for virtual engagement has
been the expansion of virtual learning
opportunities. According to a June

2021 article on the Oxford HR website
(“Higher Education in Sub-Saharan
Africa: Challenges and Prospects”): “The
COVID-19 pandemic has clearly offered

a unique opportunity to conclude that
digital distance education is increasingly
proving its relevance to potentially unlock
education opportunities and potential for
Africa’s youth, including those in fragile
or remote deprived rural settings, by
reducing the costs of being physically at
school, guaranteeing access to quality
relevant modern content, and offering
opportunities for collaboration especially
in terms of sharing learning Open
Education Resources. This collaboration
is timely in Africa, especially between
learning institutions in fragile settings and
those in well-resourced settings.”

The global pandemic has also highlighted
the importance of online connectivity for
student recruitment. Mobile technology
has proven to be the most affordable and
accessible means to engage many Sub-
Saharan African students. According to the
2021 GSMA Mobile Economy Report, by
2020, 495 million people had subscribed
to mobile services in Sub-Saharan Africa,
an increase of almost 20 million over 2019.
Six hundred fifteen million people in Sub-
Saharan Africa will subscribe to mobile
services by 2025, equivalent to 50 percent
of the region’s population.

Strong investor confidence and consumer
interest in digital platforms point to a
digital-centric future for Sub-Saharan
Africa, highlighting the need for regional
recruitment plans to accommodate
mobile devices.

Despite the benefits, the global increase
in social media and virtual activities still
faces a socioeconomic and gender-based
digital divide. EducationUSA adyvisers
have made efforts to address this by
using more affordable social media and
virtual platforms and increasing the use of
mobile phones.

According to a March 2021 article

posted on the Borgen Project’s website
(“Reversing the Sub-Saharan Africa

EducationUSA state.gov

Digital Divide”): “Sub-Saharan Africa is
slowly digging its way out of the digital
divide it faces today. With the help of
several organizations, more emphasis

on economic growth through STEM and
new financial-based breakthroughs,

the region is constantly facing more
opportunities for improvement. By
catalyzing a technological revolution in
sub-Saharan Africa, the world is ensuring
that its inhabitants lead more enriching,
productive and prosperous lives for years
to come. Technology drives the future;
Sub-Saharan Africa is taking one large
step to embrace it.”

Successful Recruiting Strategies

* Travel is beginning to open up
throughout the region, and students
and their families look forward to the
opportunity to meet in person with
HEls. Families want to know that HEIs
are committed to the region and their
students; therefore, plan to invest up to
three years connecting with students
and families in Sub-Saharan Africa
before expecting a return on investment.

U.S. Study Abroad

» Current students and alumni provide
a valuable resource when recruiting in
the region. Engage parents of current
students and alumni whenever possible,
as parents are usually the primary
decision-makers on study abroad
opportunities.

Competition from countries with
generous immigration policies,
particularly Canada, makes it important
for U.S. HEIs to highlight the Curricular
Practical Training (CPT) and Optional
Practical Training (OPT) benefits of
studying in the United States.

All Sub-Saharan countries have a
mixture of students whose families can
pay a portion of the cost of attendance
and families who cannot afford to

pay any of the cost. When offering
scholarships, consolidate multiple
smaller ones into fewer more substantial
awards to ensure more comprehensive
support. This demonstrated commitment
to the region will have a direct effect

on others considering the institution.

Top Five Receiving Countries in the Region

Destination

South Africa
Ghana
Tanzania
Kenya
Uganda

2019/20 % Change

2,159 -59.1%
797 -62.9%
602 -54.9%
494 -46.7%
318 -60.1%

Five Countries (with over 100 students) with Highest
Percentage Growth/Lowest Percentage Decline, U.S.
Students in the Region (Five-Year Trend)

Country 2015/16

Kenya 681
Senegal 281
Ghana 1,564
Tanzania 1,254
Uganda 722

2019/20 % Change

494 -27.5%
183 -34.9%
797 -49.0%
602 -52.0%
318 -56.0%
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Sub-Saharan Africa

Next, consider waiving application fees
and/or enabling payment from mobile
money accounts to mitigate additional
expenses associated with bank checks
and traditional money transfers. It is also
important to disclose the full cost of
attending your institution so families can
plan properly.

Prospective students are likely to use
mobile phones to access HEI websites;
therefore, be certain that websites

are fully visible on a mobile device. In
addition, having attached documents in
mobile-friendly form allows students to
dive deeper into their research while still
using their phones.

Partner with two or three colleagues to
offer a Wednesday Webinar on a specific
topic relevant to students at the time

of the presentation and then provide
information about the institution The
interest form can be found here. Review
the AF Tips for HEl Webinars document
to enable better communication with
students in the region.

Direct admitted students to
EducationUSA pre-departure orientation
sessions (usually held each July) in
admissions letters. Many countries in the
region include presentations by consular
officers in their sessions.

.

Finally, contact the REACs with
questions. They are happy to assist and
support HEI recruitment work in Sub-
Saharan Africa.

Institutional Partnerships

EducationUSA recognizes the enormous
opportunity posed by the projected
doubling of Sub-Saharan Africa’s
population by 2050 and the “youth
bulge” it will produce. Therefore, HEIs are
encouraged to reach out to public affairs
offices interested in exploring academic
partnerships. Developing existing links
and promoting new partnerships at the
university level will strengthen Africa’s
educational institutions - enhancing
regional prosperity, security, and stability.
Moreover, successful partnerships are
grounded in mutual benefits for U.S. and
SSA academic institutions.

Foreign Government and Private Funding
Governments in Sub-Saharan Africa have
limited funds to support tertiary study
abroad. Countries rely on support from
host countries, and local government
education ministry personnel may

be unfamiliar with the decentralized
organization of the U.S. higher education
system.

The newsletter Opportunities for Africans
contains various scholarship opportunities
for African students.

Examples of both types of funding
opportunities are listed by country below.

Botswana. The government of Botswana
offers the Top Achievers Scholarship,
which is administered by the Department
of Tertiary Education Financing (DTEF).

Ghana. The Ghana Education Trust Fund
(GET Fund) supports local and U.S. study

Five Countries of Origin (with over 100 students)
with Highest Percentage Growth, International
Students in the Region (Five-Year Trend)

Country 2016/17

Ghana 3,1
Namibia 93
Madagascar 143
Rwanda 1,088
Ethiopia 1,847
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2020/21 % Change

4,229 35.9%
122 31.2%
181 26.6%
1,333 22.5%
2,166 17.3%

in fields of interest to the government,
including public health, policy, and
administration.

Togo. Togo’s Ministry of Higher Education
and Research, through the National
Agency for Scholarships and Internships,
has begun supporting two Opportunity
Funds students’ participation in the
Aviation Maintenance Technician Program
in partnership with Lane Community
College. The total financial aid from the
government of Togo is USD$16,600 per
year for each student.

Regional Economics and Market Demands
Although the fastest-growing
employment sectors in the region vary by
location, there are specific fields of study
that are generally in greater demand.

In 2020, Africa.com compiled a list of

the most in-demand fields in Africa,
predicting that STEM fields, agriculture,
and tourism, among others, will likely
remain popular as students seek skills

in sectors with strong employment
prospects.

Agriculture is a crucial sector of the
economy in Sub-Saharan Africa and is
likely to become even more critical as
the continent continues to face a rapidly
growing population and the challenges
that accompany urbanization. Mining

is a key pillar of many economies in

the region. It offers a broad array of
employment opportunities, including
careers for engineers, geologists,
information and communications
technology professionals, and human
resource professionals. As Africa’s middle

33

Ghana has the largest percentage growth
in the region over the last five years (with
over 100 students)
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class grows, banking and finance are

also likely to remain critical economic
drivers. As a result, institutions offering
MBA programs and programs in financial
management, insurance, and banking are
likely to interest students from the region.

Information and communication
technology (ICT) is currently a significant
driver of the economy on the continent,
with mobile phone usage being the
highest in the world primarily due to low
internet connectivity. As infrastructure
grows, investment in the growth of ICT
infrastructure will increase rapidly, and
the continent will see higher demand

for software developers; systems and
network administrators; business and
system analysts and databases; technical
and business architects; and business
analysis.

Entrepreneurship on the continent has
been growing significantly over the past
few years and is expected to become one
of the leading employment providers.
Africa also leads the world in the number
of women starting businesses, with an
almost equal number of male and female
entrepreneurs.

As the economy improves and businesses
become established, transportation,
logistics, and warehousing will become
significant. A career in transportation
requires sound knowledge of
construction, architecture, town planning,
logistics engineering, and business
management.

Tourism is a booming industry in Africa,
contributing 8.5 percent to the continent’s
GDP and over 2 percent of employment in
hotels, travel agencies, airlines, passenger
transportation services, restaurants, and
leisure industries. Students entering this
sector need to study in specialized tourism
and hospitality management programs.

HEls are encouraged to contact REACs
and EducationUSA advisers to learn
more about regional and country-

level economics and educational
programs responsive to local workforce
development needs.

Regional EducationUSA Events, Fairs, and
Conferences (in person and virtual)
EducationUSA Sub-Saharan Africa will
offer its third virtual fair in September
2022, and the Sub-Saharan Africa
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Regional Forum will take place during the
first half of 2023.

HEIls are invited to participate in the Sub-
Saharan Wednesday Webinar programs
described above. Please contact the SSA
REACs regarding upcoming engagement
opportunities.

U.S. Study Abroad in the Region

The COVID-19 global pandemic affected
U.S. study abroad programs across

the United States and to all global
destinations, resulting in a 53 percent
decline overall, according to data from the
2021 Open Doors® Report on International
Educational Exchange. In AY 2019-2020,
the most recently measured, 162,633
American students studied abroad for
academic credit, most of whom enrolled
in programs prior to March 2020. U.S.
study abroad programming declined
primarily during the spring and summer
of 2020. Summer programs, which
comprised 39 percent of all U.S. study
abroad programming in AY 2018-2019,
decreased by 99 percent in AY 2019-
2020. During spring 2020, 867 U.S. HEIs
launched emergency efforts to return
students to the United States, bringing

a reported 55,000 students home from
their studies early amid the COVID-19
pandemic. U.S. study abroad programs
were able to pivot and offer alternative
modes of study abroad. For example, 242
institutions reported offering online global
learning experiences to over 10,400
students.

According to data from the 2027 Open
Doors® Report on International Educational

Exchange, in AY 2019-2020, Sub-Saharan
Africa hosted 5,444 U.S. study abroad
students. Almost half of these students
studied in South Africa. There has been
some rebound in study abroad demand in
2021 and 2022; however, it will take some
time for this rebound to be reflected in
Open Doors data.

In 2021, the USA Study Abroad branch

at the U.S. Department of State gave

U.S. embassies and consulates in Cabo
Verde, Malawi, and Nigeria U.S. Study
Abroad Engagement Grants. The grants
will be used to carry out capacity-building
projects in Africa to support U.S. study
abroad and develop a strong rebound

for the field. In addition, the State
Department’s IDEAS program awarded
grants to three U.S. HEIs to develop or
diversify study abroad programming in
Kenya, Ghana, and The Gambia. The global
webinar series “Internationalization of
Higher Education in the COVID-19 Era” also
supported study abroad in the region.

U.S. study abroad students are welcome
to join EducationUSA programming
activities throughout the region. U.S.
institutions are encouraged to provide
information and resources to study
abroad participants prior to their
departure from the United States so

that they can promote the institution to
local audiences. Students have delivered
general presentations about their
institutions, joined conversation groups,
assisted with mock admissions interviews,
and participated in alumni fairs and other
events that allowed them to engage with
local high school and university students.

Best and Worst Times of the Year to Interact with
Students (in person and virtual)

The best times to plan in-person travel for recruitment are when schools are in
session. The pandemic has created some changes in academic calendars and
local national exams. It is best to contact advisers and REACs to check for the
best times to visit and interact with students.

It is best to avoid travel to the region during Ramadan, Easter, Christmas, exam
periods (April to June and November to December), and national elections.
U.S. HEI representatives are encouraged to note U.S. Department of State travel
warnings posted at travel.state.gov. Contact the EducationUSA adviser in your
target country for additional guidance.

There is more flexibility with virtual engagement. HEls are encouraged to
contact advisers and REACs for best subjects and times for virtual sessions.
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EducationUSA operates 71 centers across
East Asia and the Pacific (EAP), which
house more than 80 advisers. In addition
to EducationUSA services offered across
the global network, larger-scale events in
EAP include university fairs, high school
counselor and local educator training, and
numerous events that often involve multi-
country coordination. EducationUSA
centers in EAP also offer robust virtual
programming. Three EducationUSA
Regional Educational Advising
Coordinators (REACSs) train and support
advisers and provide regional expertise to
U.S. higher education institutions (HEIs)
and other stakeholders.

The majority of EducationUSA advising
centers in EAP are located at U.S.
embassies and consulates; others are
based at Fulbright Commissions, American
Spaces, local colleges, libraries, and other
host institutions. EducationUSA centers

in EAP enjoy a close working relationship
with U.S. embassy public affairs sections,
often conducting joint programs.

Regional Overview

EAP is home to a quarter of the world’s
population and includes many of the
top-sending countries of international
students to the United States. The region
consists of the following subregions:
East Asia, Southeast Asia, and Oceania.
East Asia is the biggest sending region
for the United States, and China alone
sends nearly 70 percent of all students
originating from EAP. Other major East
Asia senders include the Republic of
Korea, Japan, Taiwan, and Hong Kong,
with Mongolia emerging as a promising
market and large per capita sender. For
East Asia, the biggest motivating factors
for overseas study are prestige and career
advancement.

Southeast Asia presents the strongest
potential as an emerging student
recruitment market in EAP because of its
high youth population (more than 200
million) and favorable socioeconomic
climate. The region has some of

the world’s fastest growing middle-

class populations, and many of the
national governments prioritize youth
development. Affordability is the most
important factor to prospective students
from Southeast Asia. They are less driven
by prestige and consider a wide range of
destinations, including those within the
ASEAN region, leading to fierce regional
competition for international students.
The United Kingdom and Australia
surpass the United States as the top
study abroad destinations for Southeast
Asian students. Major cities in Southeast
Asia are easily accessible to international
travelers, and virtual engagements are
widely possible across the region.

While Australia and New Zealand have
been strong senders of students to

the United States, Oceania has yet to
see significant engagement by U.S.

HEls. Distance and cost of travel may
discourage recruitment, but many factors
point to growth potential in the region.
Australia was the number 32 sender to
the United States, according to the 20271
Open Doors® Report on International
Educational Exchange, and the United
States is now the most popular study
destination for New Zealanders (UNESCO,
2021). Although there is no U.S. HEI
recruitment presence in Pacific Island
countries, the language of instruction is
English, interest in studying in the United
States is strong, and there is government
support for study abroad. Open Doors
statistics may show few U.S.-bound
students; however, the local situation
shows a market waiting to be engaged.
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Fiji has more than 70,000 English-
speaking high school students, Papua
New Guinea also has a large population of
students seeking opportunities for higher
education, and local institutions are
seeking exchange partnerships.

Recent Trends

With a total sending population of
450,226 in AY 2020-2021, EAP accounts
for nearly half of all international students
in the United States. Student mobility

to the United States from EAP fell 15.95
percent from the previous year, likely due
to COVID-19, regional travel restrictions,
health and safety concerns, concerns
about anti-Asian discrimination in the
United States, vaccination access, and
overall economic conditions. Despite the
decline, the proportion of international
students from EAP studying in the United
States compared to students from other
regions is consistent with prior years.

While a shift to virtual learning options
at the start of the pandemic served as
a stopgap for students already enrolled
in U.S. HElIs, prospective students

were hesitant to submit applications

if programs were expected to remain
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online. Virtual learning proved difficult
for students in EAP due to time
differences and lack of social interaction.
EducationUSA advisers have seen
increased inquiries about transferring,
both among students who opted to study
at local universities and those currently
enrolled in U.S. institutions, because of
dissatisfaction with online coursework.

There have been some successes in
virtual learning, however. Institutions with
online learning infrastructure already

in place and those that had strong
curriculum coordination among partners
saw growth and expansion of online
programming. Even as higher education
returns to physical campuses, institutional
partners are considering continuing these
programs, at least in part, into the future.

The pandemic has amplified concerns
about affordability, and as East Asian
countries and major study abroad
destinations such as Australia, New
Zealand, Canada, and the United Kingdom
revive their programs, competition will
grow. In addition to financial concerns,
parents and students may be attracted by
new post-pandemic incentives in other

countries, such as more favorable visa
policies and opportunities to work. Return
on investment is a key consideration for
families of potential students.

Although test-optional policies are in
place at some U.S. institutions, many
students from EAP still opt to take
standardized exams such as the SAT

and ACT. Test optional policies have
benefitted many students, but others
regard standardized testing as a
necessary requirement for admission and
scholarships.

Since academic schedules and national
exam preparation prevent some students
in EAP from properly preparing for the
U.S. admissions process, U.S. HEIs might
consider accepting national exams such
as the Gaokao in China, the College
Scholastic Ability Test in the Republic of
Korea, or the Eiken English test in Japan.

In-person recruitment in EAP came
to a near halt last year due to travel
restrictions. However, U.S. schools with
in-country representation in China, the
Republic of Korea, and other countries
were able to organize fairs, conduct
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school visits, and participate in other
events. Whether agents, staff of
institutions with local offices, or alumni,
these representatives filled a gap during
windows of fewer COVID-19 cases and as
students grew weary of virtual events.

Top Senders and Countries to Watch
Below are the top 10 countries in the
region by number of students studying in
the United States. Student Mobility Facts
and Figures sheets for all countries are
available on the EducationUSA website.

1. China

2. Republic of Korea
3. Vietnam

4. Taiwan

5. Japan

6. Indonesia

7. Hong Kong

8. Malaysia

9. Thailand

10. Australia

In addition to these top-sending
countries, HEIs should consider the
following locations in their recruitment
plans.

Brunei. As part of a five-year Digital
Economy Masterplan, Brunei is prioritizing
digital skill capacity building by providing
funding for undergraduate and graduate
study overseas in the sciences, medicine,
social sciences and management,
engineering, and technology. Brunei has
expressed strong interest in developing
local expertise at the graduate level in

the areas of: environment and energy

studies; global peace and security
studies (maritime security); critical and
emerging technology; and finance and
technology. The Bruneian government’s
emphasis on developing technical and
vocational skills that meet international

standards presents an opportunity for U.S.

community colleges offering associate’s
degrees and short-term programs in data
science, technopreneurship, the Internet
of Things (loT), and digital marketing.
There is also growing demand for
Bruneians to gain work experience and
practical training abroad in these areas.

Burma. Since the February 2021

military coup, students from Burma
have faced many challenges. Internet
accessibility is limited, and there has
been an uptick in long internet cuts and
censorship. Students have reported
difficulty obtaining documents such as
transcripts, school profiles, and letters
of recommendation. With teachers and
administrative staff not working due to
ongoing civil disobedience, there has
been limited capacity to process student
requests. For institutions that can be
flexible on these fronts while offering
targeted scholarship aid, there is a wide
pool of prospective students from Burma
who wish to study in the United States.

Cambodia. The number of Cambodian
students studying at U.S. colleges and
universities reached an all-time high in
AY 2020-2021 according to the Open
Doors report. Cambodian students are
increasingly interested in community
college options in the United States. Just

Student Mobility in the Region (Five-Year Trend)

over 26 percent of Cambodian students
currently studying in the United States
are enrolled at community colleges,

and Cambodians have come to better
understand the benefits of pursuing U.S.
higher education through the community
college and 2+2 model.

The Freely Associated States (FAS).
Three Pacific Island countries, the
Republic of the Marshall Islands, the
Federated States of Micronesia, and Palau,
are under a Compact of Free Association
with the United States, which allows
citizens of these countries to work, travel,
and study in the United States without a
visa. While the annual Open Doors report
consistently shows low student mobility
from these countries (often fewer than
20), FAS students are eligible for U.S.
Federal Student Aid, and statistics show
that each year thousands of them access
federal funds to study in the United
States. Each country has a U.S. accredited
community college as the highest level of
education available in-country, presenting
an opportunity for HEIs seeking transfer
agreements. Government scholarships are
also available for students pursuing higher
education abroad.

Singapore. The city-state of Singapore
is a consistent sender of international
students to the United States, with the
number of Singaporean students in AY
2020-2021 remaining in the 4,000s. The
top reasons for Singaporeans to study
in the United States include the freedom
to explore ideas and choose their own
academic programs and the option

600,000
522594 533,787 53781 535,537
500,000
450,226
400,000
300,000
200,000
2016/17 2017/18 2018/19 2019/20 2020/21
26 EducationUSA < GLOBAL GUIDE 2022 EducationUSA state.gov


https://educationusa.state.gov/
https://educationusa.state.gov/us-higher-education-professionals/recruitment-resources/student-mobility-fact-sheets
https://app.box.com/s/7wazdovxfzzmnpujkp1i8idah7ek4evk
https://app.box.com/s/8fhxk7i3y2c9c26ya10at094xjhldpvp
https://app.box.com/s/hi7dx6abfqz2o3oshgxcru13ldu2t1od
https://app.box.com/s/u5d8h9u6ajer13hn3ehun9tl0opqxvlp
https://app.box.com/s/k8hizi7u1z49qs30tujv6tp9ekvcbfhw
https://app.box.com/s/bcvn1hz6ff0dlck5lqarxr7vojtznydu
https://app.box.com/s/47ng99m86td209veh2ezdv3rea03gbkv
https://app.box.com/s/nlq3zix5tjatzbi6qxcjki5kl4sgjca6
https://app.box.com/s/wrmiu4hdwkgwcws76v6zgdrtmo6sdmh4
https://app.box.com/s/4wpenja34onzb11hc3q3sr7k32pe9coa
https://app.box.com/s/1mt2bp8ijrdhw93brqj8ssbiwfal03rw
http://www.mtic.gov.bn/DE2025/documents/Digital Economy Masterplan 2025.pdf
http://www.mtic.gov.bn/DE2025/documents/Digital Economy Masterplan 2025.pdf
https://app.box.com/s/hqfrenkmky20a4l9fi7q61tjdrcxsetl
https://app.box.com/s/2mz8vlw9ledul5ap6x9coc51ypxqomoq
https://app.box.com/s/33bkvqakwa8v3pwqdup7mhuel17782k9
https://app.box.com/s/rcb91gwiworfmj9n9lhkk1ca8bttqmg8
https://app.box.com/s/090gykdssrtbem4vtkod69xz7px5x153
https://app.box.com/s/lnzgqj5dn688kcu2yi8q5jgd6r0011dh

to work after studies. U.S. universities
seeking partnerships may find plenty

of opportunities in Singapore, which

has a mature ecosystem for linkages,
with more than 100 exchange programs
with U.S. universities and more than 40
joint university or research partnerships.
Extension schools and online programs
may see a new window of opportunity
as the Singaporean government issues
credits to all Singaporeans over 25 years
of age to reskill and upskill through short-
term programs. The government has also
implemented a program that ensures

all secondary students have internet
connectivity devices, which enhances
access to online and distance learning
programs.

What to Expect in the Next Three to Five
Years

As EAP gradually recovers from the
pandemic, non-degree programs and
vocational training will attract more
governmental attention and support

as enhancing employability for the
general population becomes a key goal
throughout the region, particularly among
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developing countries. This trend will
offer a window of opportunity for U.S.
institutions as government agencies seek
qualified training providers, particularly
institutions that can provide on-the-job
training with U.S. companies.

Several governments in Southeast Asia
have expressed interest in investing

in advanced training for the next
generation of workforces to support
their transition from developing to
advanced economies. In 2021, all ASEAN
member states signed the 2025 Digital
Economy Master Plan, which aims

in part to improve and increase the
workforce in digital economy fields.
Many governments also seek to improve
their domestic higher education systems,
which will involve increasing partnerships
with foreign institutions and supporting
local university faculty to pursue
master’s degrees and doctorates (PhDs)
overseas. The Billion Futures initiative,
which aims to create opportunities and
build human capital on both sides of the
Pacific Ocean, will contribute to student
mobility from the region.

Some universities in East Asia are
successfully building capacity to provide
instruction in English, and government
initiatives will likely fuel demand for
English programs abroad. In 2020, Japan
adopted English education as an official
subject in primary school starting from
the fifth grade. The Japanese government
is also considering incorporating tests

to assess speaking and writing skills,

in addition to listening and reading,

into university entrance exams. Taiwan
adopted a policy to become a bilingual
English-Mandarin Chinese nation by
2030, from K-12 students and its civil
service all the way up to university. This
will offer opportunities for U.S. education
technology companies, U.S.-Taiwan
exchange programs, Chinese-language
teacher training programs, and more.

Virtual Engagement and Social Media
Usage

Access to high-speed internet is

a standard convenience in most
metropolitan areas across EAP and
even outside major cities. However,
not all students have access to a stable
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connection. Virtual and social media
usage inequalities in EAP became more
apparent with COVID-19 school closures
and the shift to mass online learning.
According to the October 21, 2021, United
Nations publication Situation Analysis on
the Effects of and Responses to COVID-19
on the Education Sector in Southeast
Asia, “in the East Asia and Pacific region,
20 percent of girls and boys (80 million
children in total) were not reached by
distance learning delivered online or
through TV or radio due to the lack of
devices and or policies geared towards
their needs.”

For students that remain connected,
engagement through social media and
virtual events has been the primary
method of communication with U.S.
school representatives for recruitment
purposes. Many EducationUSA centers in
EAP offer computers and stable internet
connections to students who lack access
at home.

Since China’s Great Firewall blocks

many non-Chinese platforms, student
engagement in China relies on local
language websites, Weibo, and WeChat.
According to a Statista research study on
digital usage in China (“Share of Internet
Users of the Leading Social Media in
China as of 3rd Quarter 2021”), around 77
percent of respondents had used WeChat
for social networking as of the third
quarter of 2021. The study also showed
that Sina Weibo and the short video apps
Douyin and Kuaishou were among the
most popular social network services in
China. U.S. universities should consider
investing in Chinese-language web

pages and maintain active engagement
with high school counselors via WeChat
messaging that includes updates, emails,
and webinars in the local language.

Platform usage can vary from country to
country, but Facebook, Instagram, Zoom,
YouTube, and Google are widely used for
engagement across EAP. In Papua New
Guinea, where internet prices are among
the highest in the world, Facebook is the
platform of choice as it does not incur
high data costs.

Some EAP countries utilize platforms that
are unique to the region. For example,
Zalo is a leading instant messaging
platform in Vietnam, Line is popular
throughout the rest of Southeast Asia,
and Naver and KakaoTalk are ubiquitous
in the Republic of Korea. EducationUSA
advising centers in Mongolia and Australia
have launched podcast series to attract
youth and parents in a more engaging
way. Mongolia’s podcast, which offers
Mongolian Sign Language interpretation,
has had over one million downloads,
adding another layer of access to
underserved students.

As in other regions, virtual fatigue is

a challenge. To keep things engaging,
several EducationUSA advising centers
in EAP have conducted virtual events
on metaverse platforms such as Gather.
These platforms have been well received
by students, and not only provide a

fun user experience, but also allow
users to interact with each other more
freely, bringing back the social aspect
of gatherings that is often lost in online
programming. Some centers have

Five Countries of Origin (with over 100 students)
with Highest Percentage Growth, International
Students in the Region (Five-Year Trend)

Country 2016/17

Samoa 56
Cambodia 512
Tonga 133
Papua New Guinea 77
Myanmar 1,351
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2020/21 % Change

106
848
189
100
1,698

89.3%
65.6%

42.1%
29.9%
25.7%

incorporated virtual reality (VR) tours into
their advising toolkits, giving students

the opportunity to experience campus life
through VR goggles or mobile devices.
Metaverse platforms, VR, augmented
reality, and other developing technologies
will only grow in the coming years, and
U.S. HEIs may wish to explore integrating
them into their outreach strategies.

Successful Recruiting Strategies

* Use current students, alumni, and
international student influencers to
highlight campus life and opportunities.
In Australia, the Pacific, and some Asian
countries, students are attracted to
the U.S. campus experience since most
local universities offer a commuter
experience. Advisers overwhelmingly
agree that sharing the real experiences
of EAP students is critical when
recruiting in the region.

Provide clear messaging about safety.
Parents and students are concerned
about COVID-19, campus safety,

and negative news affecting Asian
communities. U.S. institutions should
incorporate these themes into their
messaging, especially information

on specific campus services that

can alleviate concerns and dispel
misconceptions.

Consider student athlete recruitment

in EAP, and particularly in Oceania,

by reaching out to schools, athletic
associations, and Olympic committees.
Asia is not traditionally a major
recruitment market for student athletes,
but it may be a region to explore. In
Oceania, particularly Australia and

Ry

Samoa has the largest percentage growth in
the region over the last five years (with over
100 students)
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Five Countries of Origin

in the Region with Highest
Per Capita College-Age
Student Mobility to the
United States

Nieu
College-Age
Population

124

Tonga
College-Age
Population

8,751

Palau
College-Age
Population

1,514

Singapore
College-Age
Population

222,809

Hong Kong
College-Age
Population

387,660

Source: UNESCO Institute of Statistics, Indicator:
2018 or most recent Population of the official age
for tertiary education, both sexes
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New Zealand, the opportunity to play
sports on campus is a key driver for
undergraduate students. The Pacific is
also home to successful athletes, and
several governments offer support for
athletes to train abroad.

Provide clear information on Optional
Practical Training and Curricular
Practical Training, internship
opportunities, and employability after
graduation. This is crucial to helping
students compare local opportunities
with those in the United States.

Highlight e-sports leagues and
scholarships. E-sports are popular
across EAP and were recently added to
the Asian Games. U.S. HEIs that have
e-sports will find competitive players
interested in opportunities to study in
the United States.

Work with multiple institutions to plan
workshops, master classes, career

or soft-skill building, or other events
that offer concrete takeaways and will
attract a wider audience. East Asia is
particularly saturated with information
sessions, whether online or in person, so
consider popular events to which HEls
may add a recruitment component.

* Include students with disabilities in
recruitment strategies. Use inclusive
language to welcome students and
invite them to events, be sure materials
are accessible, and work with local
partners to provide opportunities to
connect.

* Engage diaspora communities in the
United States. Communities of people
from EAP may have local organizations,
newsletters, professional associations,
social gatherings, or businesses
where HEIs may be able to promote
educational opportunities.

Institutional Partnerships

The Indo-Pacific Strategy of the United
States aims to advance a free and open
Indo-Pacific that is more connected,
prosperous, secure, and resilient. As a
result, increased focus on joint research,
partnerships, English-language training,
and educational exchanges across EAP
has become a primary goal and area of
support.

Higher education institutions across EAP
are actively involved in partnerships with
U.S. institutions. Periodic higher education
conferences provide important platforms
for engagement. The annual Asia-Pacific
Association for International Education
(APAIE) conference is one such event.
Every year, EducationUSA hosts a pavilion
at the APAIE conference where interested
U.S. HEIs may join the shared booth space
to engage with stakeholders interested

in developing and furthering partnership
initiatives.

U.S. HElIs interested in partnerships

with institutions in EAP should begin by
contacting target institutions directly

via the international relations or affairs
department. Many partnerships begin
via people-to-people connections.
EducationUSA may be able to assist with
identifying appropriate contacts at these
departments. U.S HEIs should have a
clear understanding of their partnership
goals and capabilities before entering
discussions. A short statement outlining
the mutual benefits of collaboration is
helpful for generating initial interest with
potential partners. For certain countries,
translated materials may be helpful if
buy-in from senior leadership at the
institutional or governmental levels

is needed. EducationUSA centers are
capable of making general connections
for U.S. institutions, but the capacity of
each EducationUSA team varies.

EducationUSA centers in Malaysia and
the Philippines have organized successful
virtual networking events for U.S. and
local university representatives to engage
in initial partnership conversations. Once
connections have been established,

Regional Student Totals
Top Five Countries of Origin

Country 2020/21 % Change

China,

People's Rep of
South Korea
Vietnam
Taiwan

Japan

317,299
39,491
21,631
19,673
1,785
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East Asia and Pacific

respective parties identify a best way
forward for formalizing relationships.
Partnership collaborations in EAP

have included emphasis on climate
change, sustainability and clean energy,
indigenous research and knowledge
sharing, emerging technologies, STEM,
the arts, and joint training with foreign
partners at the bachelor’s, master’s, and
doctoral level.

Foreign Government and Private Funding
Students in EAP benefit from a wide
range of government and private funding.
Many of the government scholarships are
based on merit and designed to support
a small group of high-achieving students.
Some require recipients to return to

their home countries after graduation

to work in the civil service. It is common
for local government scholarships to
stipulate at which U.S. higher education
institutions scholarship funding may

be used based on an assortment of
rankings. EducationUSA encourages
stakeholders in the region to promote the
inclusion of more U.S. institutions based
on accreditation status and program
offerings rather than rankings.

Many ASEAN countries focus

scholarship programs on developing
skilled workforces to promote national
priorities and educational goals. The

Thai government provides more than

500 scholarships per year to Thai

citizens under the Office of Civil Service
Commission Royal Thai Government
Scholarship Program. The Vietnamese
government’s Project 89 finances about
300 master’s and 7,300 doctoral degrees
for Vietnamese lecturers at Vietnamese
institutions and overseas. Over the past
two years, the Indonesian government has
piloted a wide range of new scholarship
programs through the Lembaga Pengelola
Dana Pendidikan (LPDP) program.

In September 2021, the Quad partners

of Australia, India, Japan, and the United
States announced the launch of the
newly established Quad Fellowship. Quad
Fellows will receive a one-time award

of USD$50,000 to cover educational
expenses, and the program will include
additional fellowship benefits for selected
students to focus on STEM degrees.

The Australian-American Fulbright

Program is one of the largest
Fulbright operations in the world,
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with approximately 100 graduate
scholarships distributed annually in prior
years. Additional graduate scholarship
opportunities for Australians to study in
the United States include the Ramsay
Postgraduate Scholarships, the American
Australian Association Graduate
Education Fund, and General Sir John
Monash Foundation scholarships.

The China Scholarship Council offers
government scholarships for Chinese
and American students and faculty, and
the People’s Republic of China (PRC)
government has increased efforts to
attract foreign students to its own
institutions by providing full scholarships
and financial support to international
students around the globe - especially
from countries who further their Belt and
Road Initiative.

The Taiwan Ministry of Education offers
140 scholarships for students pursuing
graduate degrees (mostly doctoral level)
in 92 subject areas. The scholarship
ranges from USD$32,000 to USD$90,000
per person.

The Mongolian government’s Educational
Loan Fund supports high-achieving
students who score among the top tier in
the national college entrance examination.

In the Republic of Korea, the Kwanjeong
Educational Foundation provides full
scholarships for students pursuing
degrees overseas up to USD$60,000

per year for undergraduate students and
USD$20,000 to USD$30,000 for graduate
students. The ILJU Academy and Culture
Foundation provides scholarships

up to USD$120,000 for students in
doctoral programs. The Korea Student
Aid Foundation (KOSAF) provides up

to USD$60,000 per year for students
pursuing undergraduate degrees abroad.

Regional Economics and Market Demands
Tourism and tourism-related business
have traditionally been a major economic
driver of many Southeast Asian countries,
especially Thailand. As technology-based
industries and multinational companies
become more prevalent in the region,
countries have struggled to prepare
workforces outside of the tourism and
service sectors to meet the growing
market demand. COVID-19 disruptions
caused a decline in revenue for many
tourism-dependent countries. Students

and parents who can afford overseas
education are interested in cost-effective
options that will guarantee a return on
investment. ASEAN leaders want more
graduates with specialized skills that
can help alleviate the shortage of skilled
laborers. Economic recovery from the
devastating impact of COVID-19 will be a
key priority for most EAP countries and
governments, with a renewed focus on
talent pool development.

The Oceania region is an emerging market
that values U.S. degrees. Countries in the
Pacific have been focusing on building
infrastructure, strengthening education
systems, and identifying ways to combat
the effects of pollution, climate change,
and natural disasters. Cybersecurity has
become a major area of interest across
Oceania, as recent upgrades to internet
infrastructure in the Pacific have resulted
in increased potential security risks.
Students are interested in becoming
experts in these fields to improve their
professional prospects after graduation,
and governments are interested in forging
partnerships with leading institutions to
initiate training in these fields. In New
Zealand, many academic high achievers
have shown interest in pursuing medicine
or law degrees whether or not they want
to actually practice. Students in Oceania
are becoming more socially aware,
further bolstering the growing demand
for expertise in climate change issues,
sustainability, human rights, and public
health. STEM programs that specifically
train students in cybersecurity, artificial
intelligence, and quantum science are also
popular.

Major contributors to the larger
economies of Northeast Asia include
manufacturing, the automobile industry,
construction, and technology-based
industries such as telecommunications,
electronics, and semiconductors. Mining
is particularly important in Mongolia. The
pandemic severely impacted tourism

in Northeast Asia, but the hospitality
industry will likely make a comeback as
COVID-19 mitigation measures are eased.
An aging population has led to increased
demand for support in the medical and
health services sectors. In Mongolia,
government capacity-building initiatives
and financial support cover a wide variety
of fields, including law and education.
Government plans in Japan and Taiwan to
expand English-language instruction may
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be a boost for both intensive English and
education-related programs. The Republic
of Korea Ministry of Science and ICT has
launched several initiatives, including the
Digital New Deal, which aims to develop
a wide range of technologies to improve
digital infrastructure and create new jobs.
It has also announced an action plan to
foster talent in science and technology,
which will include building educational
programs, expanding opportunities for
women in the workforce, and enhancing
global exchanges.

Regional EducationUSA Events, Fairs, and
Conferences (in person and virtual)

The EAP region hosts a wide range

of events throughout the year. Most
EducationUSA centers focused on virtual
engagements from 2020 to 2022, but
some centers are now open for in-

person activities depending on local
conditions. The EAP regional network

EducationUSA state.gov

plans to resume in-person EducationUSA
fairs beginning in October 2022. These
may include a series of in-person fairs

in countries with open borders, plus
virtual options for other countries in EAP.
Individual EducationUSA advising centers
in EAP also run their own country fair
events targeting niche markets such as
community colleges, law schools, STEM,
and business programs.

November is a prime time to collaborate
with EducationUSA. In celebration of
International Education Week and the
release of the annual Open Doors report,
the EducationUSA network collaborates
with U.S. institutions on a wide range of
programs and social media campaigns
promoting U.S. higher education. In
2021, in addition to programs offered

by individual EducationUSA centers,

the EAP REACs organized a weeklong
video showcase program including daily

highlight videos featuring different types
of U.S. higher education institutions.

The EAP REACs organize biweekly
training sessions on U.S. higher education
topics for EducationUSA advisers

from across the region. U.S. university
representatives often join these sessions
as guest speakers, engaging with multiple
advising teams at once. These sessions
often lead to further collaboration with
individual advising centers.

The EAP REACs routinely organize
virtual meet-and-greet events for U.S.
higher education representatives and
EducationUSA advising teams in the
region. The March 2022 event included
14 EducationUSA teams and more than
80 U.S. higher education representatives
engaging in lively conversations about
regional trends, recruitment strategies,
and ideas for collaboration.
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East Asia and Pacific

U.S. Study Abroad in the Region

The COVID-19 global pandemic affected
U.S. study abroad programs across

the United States and to all global
destinations, resulting in a 53 percent
decline overall, according to the most
recent Open Doors data. In AY 2019-2020,
the most recently measured, 162,633
American students studied abroad for
academic credit, most of whom enrolled
in programs prior to March 2020. Declines
in U.S. study abroad programming
occurred primarily during spring and
summer 2020. Summer programs, which
comprised 39 percent of all U.S. study
abroad programming in AY 2018-2019,
decreased by 99 percent in AY 2019-
2020. During spring 2020, 867 U.S. HEIs
launched emergency efforts to return
students to the United States, bringing

a reported 55,000 students home from
their studies early amid the COVID-19
pandemic. U.S. study abroad programs
were able to pivot and offer alternative
modes of study abroad. For example, 242
institutions reported offering online global
learning experiences to over 10,400
students.

According to 20271 Open Doors data, more
than 24,059 U.S. students studied in the
East Asia Pacific region in AY 2019-2020.
Prior to March 2020, the most popular
destinations included Australia, Japan,
New Zealand, China, and the Republic of
Korea. Australia was the top receiver of
U.S. students in EAP with 8,252 students
and the fifth largest in the world. In 2021
and 2022, there has been some rebound
in study abroad demand; however, it will
take some time for this rebound to be
reflected in Open Doors data.

In 2021, U.S. embassies or consulates

in Malaysia, Brunei, Singapore, Timor-
Leste, New Zealand, Fiji, and Australia
received multicountry Study Abroad
Engagement Grants from the USA Study
Abroad branch at the Department of
State. The grants will be used to carry
out capacity-building projects to support
U.S. study abroad and develop a strong
rebound for the field. In addition, the
State Department’s IDEAS program
awarded grants to six U.S. HEIs to
develop or diversify study abroad
programming in China, the Republic

of Korea, and Taiwan. Study abroad in
the region was also supported through
the global Internationalization Post
COVID-19 Webinar Series, which focused
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Best and Worst Times of the Year to Interact with
Students (in person and virtual)

EAP is accessible for student engagement opportunities year-round. Most U.S.
higher education representatives will plan their own itinerary, set their own
meetings with local stakeholders and schools, and plan to host a few key student
recruitment events for the general public in target cities. Spring and fall are
generally the best times to visit most EAP countries, but visiting recruiters should
check with either an EducationUSA center or in-country contacts to ensure
outreach plans are feasible. Guests should avoid lunar calendar holidays and
religious and cultural events and remember to differentiate between local and
international school academic calendars. In some countries, observed school
holidays, term breaks, and student exam periods have shifted due to pandemic-
related delays.

For planned virtual sessions, HEIs must operate within EAP time zones to better
encourage student participation. For most U.S.-based colleagues, this means
hosting sessions during the late evening or early morning hours in an attempt to
reach prospective students when they are most available. EducationUSA centers
in the EAP region may have longer waiting times than in other regions for HEls to
plan information sessions. For example, Vietham has a two-month waiting period
for information session requests. Countries like Burma, Cambodia, Laos, Malaysia,
and Singapore may be able to schedule information sessions in three weeks or less.
The ability to honor requests to EducationUSA centers depends on team capacity
and available virtual programming slots.

For in-person engagements, advising centers in EAP have begun to cautiously
identify appropriate outreach opportunities, local events, and student
programming. Most EAP centers continue to plan on virtual engagements, while
anticipating a possible resumption of some in-person events starting in fall 2022.

Times to avoid travel:

Country calendars and U.S. embassy holiday calendars list major holiday seasons
that may predict heavy travel, business closures, and fewer opportunities to meet
prospective students and parents. HEIs may also wish to contact EducationUSA for
information on exam or vacation schedules, which vary and sometimes change.

* The Lunar New Year holiday (based on the lunar calendar and holiday period
varies by country) - January 22, 2023.

* New Year holiday in Burma, Cambodia, Laos, and Thailand - Celebrations and
cultural ceremonies typically last for three days, but are known to extend past
a week in some locations.

* Ramadan (fasting month) and a vacation period afterward of approximately
two weeks should be considered in countries with large or predominantly
Muslim populations like Brunei, Indonesia, and Malaysia, among others.

« Chuseok or Autumn Festival holidays in the Republic of Korea, China, Taiwan,
and other places that celebrate this holiday.

* Major exam periods for high school students across EAP - Undergraduate
recruitment may be difficult before and during these periods. Exam schedules
vary by country, so HEIs are encouraged to refer to fact sheets on the
EducationUSA website and confirm ideal times to visit with EducationUSA
advisers and local contacts.

* Winter holidays in East Asia - Advanced planning and promotion are necessary
to ensure an audience during this period.

¢ In Australia and New Zealand, avoid mid-April (around Easter), early to
mid-July, late September to early October, and late December to the end of
January. These blocks of time mark the main school holidays.
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on: indigenous exchange, educational
exchange, and entrepreneurship in the
Pacific; strategies for creating greater
diversity, inclusion, and access in study
abroad in Oceania; the impact of climate
change on international education;
and university partnership matching
workshops to foster more diverse
partnerships. Session recordings are
available on the International Student
Exchange Program (ISEP) website.

U.S. study abroad students are welcome
to join EducationUSA programming
activities throughout the region. U.S.
institutions are encouraged to provide
information and resources to study
abroad participants prior to their
departure from the United States so

that they can promote the institution to
local audiences. Students have delivered
general presentations about their
institutions, joined conversation groups,
assisted with mock admissions interviews,
and participated in alumni fairs and other
events that allowed them to engage with
local high school and university students.
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U.S. Study Abroad

Top Five Receiving Countries in the Region

Destination

Australia

Japan

New Zealand

China, People's Rep of
South Korea

2019/20

8,252
3,406
3,096
2,481
1,942

% Change

-22.6%
-61.9%
-26.9%
-78.7%
-57.4%

Five Countries (with over 100 students) with Highest
Percentage Growth/Lowest Percentage Decline, U.S.
Students in the Region (Five-Year Trend)

Country 2015/16

Singapore 969
Australia 9,536
New Zealand 3,806
Philippines 460
Indonesia 597

2019/20

1,064
8,252
3,096
303
369

% Change

9.8%
-13.5%
-18.7%
-34.1%

-38.2%
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Europe and Eurasia

Regional EducationUSA Profile

Albania, Armenia, Austria, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Belgium, Bermuda, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, Czechia, Denmark,
Estonia, Finland, France, Georgia, Germany, Greece, Hungary, lceland, Ireland, Italy, Kosovo, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta,
Moldova, Montenegro, Netherlands, North Macedonia, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Russia, Serbia, Slovak Republic, Slovenia,
Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey, Ukraine, United Kingdom
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In Europe and Eurasia, EducationUSA
centers are located at Fulbright
Commissions, local nongovernmental
organizations, universities and high
schools, American Councils for
International Education offices, binational
centers, U.S. embassies and consulates,
and American Spaces. EducationUSA
offers advising programs in 46 countries
and territories in the region and is staffed
by 152 advisers across the region.

Regional Overview

As a region, Europe and Eurasia saw the
largest drop in student mobility to the
United States as reported in the 20271
Open Doors® Report on International
Educational Exchange, a decrease of 24.3
percent from the previous year. Decreases
from the top-sending countries such

as the UK, Turkey, Germany, and Spain
ranged from 14.5 percent to as high as
42 percent, resulting in large declines

in student mobility for the region. Many
students from these countries participate
in exchange programs or non-degree
programs. When institutions canceled
in-person classes, students no longer
had the option to participate in these
programs, which have traditionally
fostered student mobility between the
region and the United States.

The number of graduate students coming
to the United States from Europe and
Eurasia also continues to decline. There
was a 10.1 percent decrease over the past
year, and the five- and 10-year trends
show decreases of 18.4 percent and

28.7 percent respectively. The number

of undergraduate students from Europe
and Eurasia studying in the United States
during the academic year (AY) 2020-2021
also decreased, but only by 15.4 percent.
Some of these declines can be attributed

to ongoing population declines, access

to shorter undergraduate and graduate
degree options in the region, and more
options at local and regional institutions
for English-language academic programs
in non-English speaking countries.
However, the global pandemic proved to
be the major driver of declines between
the 2020 and 2021 Open Doors reports, in
large part because short-term and non-
degree program mobility dropped by 84.4
percent.

As travel resumes between the region and
the United States, Western and Northern
Europe will continue to be strong markets
for short-term academic programs,

many of which are facilitated through
institutional partnerships. Institutions and
governments in other parts of Europe
and Eurasia are keen to develop linkages
with the United States, especially in less
traditional study abroad destinations
across the region. EducationUSA advisers
and their host institutions frequently
offer training and workshops for local
institutions on local post-secondary
sectors and strategic partnerships.

With high vaccine rates and easy access
to WHO-approved vaccines in most
countries except Russia, students in
Europe and Eurasia are expected to follow
through with their plans to study in the
United States. U.S. embassies have also
resumed consular services in all countries
except Belarus, Ukraine, and Russia. The
cost of flights has increased with rising
fuel costs, and students now face higher
Student and Exchange Visitor Information
System (SEVIS) fees than in previous
admissions cycles.

After nearly two years of the pandemic,
2022 started with the promise of a return
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to in-person programming. However, new
challenges to U.S. student mobility arose
in a number of countries. Even before
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine in February
2022, many of the countries in Europe
and Eurasia experienced, or expected

to experience, significant domestic
challenges caused by changes to local
political and economic systems. In FY
2022, there will be 20 major elections

in the region, some of which are highly
competitive and will impact the political,
social, and economic circumstances that
influence student mobility. Additionally,
competition for students between U.S.
and international higher education
institutions (HEIs) is increasing as many
families face financial challenges caused
by the pandemic and seek less expensive
study opportunities.

The war in Ukraine has introduced new
challenges to the region. Ukraine most
acutely bears the burden of the war,
with millions of displaced Ukrainians
inside and outside the country, billions
of dollars in damage to infrastructure,
hospitals, and schools, and a loss of
wages and closed businesses that impact
the personal finances of families wishing
to send their students to study abroad.
Ukraine was one of the few countries in
EUR with increasing student mobility
prior to the global pandemic. The
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consequences of this war will be felt for
years after the fighting stops and Ukraine
is able to rebuild. U.S. institutions that
seek to recruit and/or retain Ukrainian
students are providing them with
additional assistance and support through
financial aid, grants, on-campus work
opportunities, and scholarships.

Countries in the rest of Europe and
Eurasia, particularly those in the
European Union (EU), share the burden of
supporting millions of Ukrainian refugees,
the majority of whom are in Poland.

The EU has provided temporary status
for Ukrainians for up to a year, allowing
them to work, obtain medical care, and
continue their education. Aside from the
difficulties of securing financial resources
to study in the United States, Ukrainians
will face challenges in applying to U.S.
institutions if they did not carry their
academic credentials with them when
they fled or were not able to complete
their senior year in high school or a term
as a university student. Many Ukrainian
institutions have been destroyed and key
personnel are displaced, so Ukrainian
students likely will not be able to

access their academic records or secure
recommendation letters from instructors.
The United States will continue to

face competition from institutions in
Europe that are responding quickly to

accommodate displaced Ukrainian and
other international students in their
countries.

Even as EducationUSA advising centers
in many countries resume in-person
advising in spring 2022, virtual outreach
will continue to be a major priority for
the region. Advisers offered virtual
cohort programming throughout the
pandemic, with programs receiving record
numbers of applications in AY 2021-
2022. The EducationUSA Competitive
College Club (CCC) and Opportunity
Funds programs continue to provide
comprehensive support to students in
Europe and Eurasia. CCCs are offered

in 14 countries in the region and assist
students in preparing for the admission
process and U.S. classroom experience.
The EducationUSA Opportunity Funds
program, serving high-achieving
prospective students who demonstrate
financial need, is available to citizens

and officially recognized refugees in 10
countries and provides assistance to
students who are academically gifted

but unable to afford the initial costs of
applying to and enrolling in accredited
HEls in the United States. Engaging

with EducationUSA cohort programs

is an excellent way to identify talented
students who have demonstrated a strong
commitment to U.S. study. Please contact
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EducationUSA Regional Educational
Advising Coordinators (REACs) for details
on cohort programs in the region and
guidance on how to leverage them.

Recent Trends

The past several years have been
tumultuous for Europe and Eurasia,
with significant events like BREXIT, the
COVID-19 pandemic, the conflict in the
Caucasus, the war in Ukraine, currency
volatility (particularly in Turkey),

and other events that are negatively
impacting student mobility trends both
within the region and to the United
States. New programs to support
international education, such as the UK’s

Turing Scheme and the EU’s Erasmus+
Program, are expanding in Europe. To
successfully engage students during the
recruitment process and attract them to
U.S. campuses, it is important for U.S.
HEls to understand the shifting higher
education landscape in the region and
how it impacts student mobility.

The COVID-19 pandemic continues to
have deep and long-lasting implications
across Europe and Eurasia. Although
restrictions are relaxing, uncertainty
persists about whether restrictions will
be put back in place, whether vaccination
travel requirements will continue or be
lifted, and/or how student attitudes

Student Mobility in the Region (Five-Year Trend)

toward study in the United States may
shift. Economic challenges resulting from
the pandemic may also result in fewer
public and private financial resources to
support study abroad, including personal
funds. The pandemic has pushed learners,
educators, and institutions to embrace
technology and online programs, and
modalities such as Collaborative Online
International Learning (COIL) may
become increasingly prominent moving
forward.

Perceptions about the cost of studying

in the United States remain a challenge,
especially given the prevalence of high-
quality, lower-cost academic programs
across Europe. Additionally, Erasmus+
programs provide robust support for
study abroad closer to home, although
European students may apply some
support from that program to study in
the United States. U.S. institutions with
EU institutional partners should reach out
to them for more information on these
opportunities. Inflation and currency
volatility will also contribute to economic
uncertainty, in the short term at least,
and should be factored into institutions’
recruitment strategies.

EducationUSA advisers in the region
report growing interest in study
abroad in countries other than the
United States. China, for example,
continues to strengthen its recruitment
of students from Europe and Eurasia
and is offering increasing numbers of
scholarships while also establishing
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a post-secondary school presence in
the region. Increased competition with
China and other top-sending countries
in Asia will make Europe and Eurasia

an essential recruitment destination for
U.S. institutions in the years to come.
The impact of BREXIT as it relates to
international education and student
mobility is also coming into clearer
focus. In 2022, the UK achieved its goal
of 600,000 international students, 10
years earlier than expected, according
to the UK’s higher education statistics
agency. It is not yet clear whether this
rate will remain stable or whether the
UK’s withdrawal from the EU’s Erasmus+
program will eventually result in a decline
in student mobility.

Demographics over the past five

years vary across the region, with

some countries, particularly in Eastern
Europe, facing significant declines in

the number of young people aged 15 to
24. Meanwhile, Turkey, the third-most
populous country in the region, is home
to a rapidly increasing number of people
in this age group. Populations, including
college-age young people, in other
countries have stabilized and have even
grown in Germany, Switzerland, and the
Netherlands. This could be due to more
programs offered in English, which attract
students from other parts of Europe
who may later choose to remain in those
countries, large immigrant and refugee
populations, and other factors.

Students in the region commonly study
and achieve high levels of proficiency

in English. Spain has made an effort to
increase students’ English-language
proficiency by expanding bilingual
education programs in primary and
secondary schools. Mobility to countries
where students’ native languages are
spoken remains appealing to some
students, as well, such as French students
who choose to study abroad in Quebec,
students from Francophone Africa who
study in France, and Spanish students
who study in Latin America. Argentina,
for example, is the largest recipient of
Spanish students from the region.

There are large scholarship programs for
secondary-level students, including the
Department of State’s Future Leaders
Exchange Program (FLEX) that serves
students primarily from former Soviet
countries and some countries in Central

EducationUSA state.gov

Europe. Other sponsored programs include
the Kennedy-Lugar Youth Exchange &
Study (YES) program in several countries
in the Balkans, the Amancio Ortega
Foundation in Spain, and the Congress-
Bundestag Youth Exchange (CBYX)
program for German students. Countries
such as Norway, Sweden, and Luxembourg
offer national financial aid programs that
are portable to cover the cost to study in
the United States. These programs will
continue to influence student mobility
trends at the postsecondary level
throughout the region.

Top Senders and Countries to Watch
Below are the top 10 countries in the
region by number of students studying in
the United States. Student Mobility Facts
and Figures sheets for all countries are
available on the EducationUSA website.

1. Turkey
2. United Kingdom
3. Spain
4. France
5. Germany
6. ltaly

7. Russia

8. Greece

9. Sweden
10. Netherlands

In addition to these top-sending
countries, HEIs should consider the
following locations in their recruitment
plans.

Azerbaijan. Student mobility from
Azerbaijan remained resilient even with
the additional challenges of the global
pandemic. While the overall decline was
just 2.6 percent, or 15 total students,
the number of undergraduate students
increased by 6 percent. The areas for
decline follow global trends, with a 4.3
percent decrease in graduate students
and a 62.8 percent decrease in students
participating in non-degree programs.
With an increasing youth population
and talks of relaunching a government
scholarship, Azerbaijan will continue

to be a growing market for U.S. higher
education. Colleges and universities

in Azerbaijan are eager to develop
institutional partnerships to establish
dual degree programs and short-term

exchange options for students and faculty.

Czechia. EducationUSA has expanded
its presence in Czechia to include a new

reference advising center in the university
city of Usti nad Labem. In 2022, the
American Corner network in the country
also grew with a new American Space in
Olomouc. Engagement with students in
Prague and other cities has grown in the
past two years via an active Instagram
account, virtual webinars, library of
digital materials and video content, and
ongoing advising activities. Interaction
with local teachers and guidance
counselors through Czechia's extensive
Fulbright English Teaching Assistant
program and alumni network, as well as
the establishment of a Czech Advisors
Network, have further supported these
efforts.

Ireland. The EducationUSA advising
center in Ireland is based in the Fulbright
Commission’s new offices in Dublin.
Students and representatives of U.S.
institutions can book an appointment
for consultations or to access resources
online through educationusa@fulbright.
ie. Interest in international study is high
among lIrish students. Many wish to
undertake degree programs abroad or
complete part of their degrees through
exchanges. The Irish Times Higher
Options event takes place in Dublin every
September. In 2022, it will run September
21-23. Around 7,500 students attend
each day to learn more about third-level
options. There are usually around 150
exhibitors, comprised of Irish, European,
UK, and international universities, along
with admissions bodies and information
stands. Contact the EducationUSA
advising center for more information
about this event or about other ways to
engage with students and institutions in
Ireland.

Serbia. The EducationUSA advising center
in Serbia is based in the International
Academic Center (IAC) offices in
Belgrade. The recent graduation of the
first class of Serbian public high school
students to complete the International
Baccalaureate Diploma Programme
(IBDP) was a major educational event in
Serbia. These students graduate having
completed the first two years of the
classical public gimnazija program of

12 to 15 required subjects each school
year, topped off with two years of the
IBDP program. In addition, Serbian
public universities continue to grow their
English-language instruction programs
with international departments that are
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prepared to join university partnership
programs such as those supported by the
U.S. embassy in Belgrade. Banner events
for U.S. higher education professionals are
the Southeastern Europe fair tour, which
features nine countries from the Balkans,
and EducationUSA’s Europe and Eurasian
Forum, which will take place in Belgrade
September 19-21, 2022.

What to expect in the Next Three to Five
Years

Europe and Eurasia will feel the
consequences of the pandemic and the
war in Ukraine for some time. The war

in Ukraine is likely to negatively impact
the economic situation for many families
across the region. This may decrease
students’ ability to pay for study in the
United States, but at the same time it may
increase students’ desire to find other
countries in which to study and work.
Due to the war, currency fluctuation and
higher fuel prices are new concerns, even
in countries that have a stable economy,
such as Germany. Other EU countries,
like Hungary, have suffered significant
devaluation of their national currency,
which will likely make it more difficult for
students to pursue studies abroad.

Joint degree programs and other forms of
virtual collaboration create opportunities
to revive institutional partnerships.

Some Balkan countries, like Serbia and
Montenegro, now have a strong focus on
building these partnerships. Institutional
partnerships in Serbia will most likely
have a strong bearing on student

mobility to the United States. First, public
universities in Serbia are rapidly moving

Five Countries of Origin (with over 100 students)
with Highest Percentage Growth, International
Students in the Region (Five-Year Trend)

Country 2016/17

Azerbaijan 386
Albainia 781
Montenegro 101
Armenia 280
Belarus 319
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forward with full degree programs in
English and are prepared to host student
and faculty exchanges. These exchange
experiences will likely have a multiplier
effect in terms of students and families
becoming more aware of the value of
the U.S. higher education experience at
all levels. In Luxembourg, the University
of Luxembourg is expanding mobility
options to include additional programs
in the United States, specifically between
Luxembourg and Wisconsin. More and
more students and French institutions
are looking for joint degrees (Franco-
American degrees) so that their U.S.
degree is recognized in France and in the
United States.

The Flemish government recently
announced a new scholarship that will
provide funding for Belgian students from
the Dutch-speaking region of Flanders to
pursue graduate study abroad, including
in the United States. The United States
remains a popular destination for short-
term exchanges for countries in Western
and Northern Europe. Unfortunately,

a limited number of institutional
partnerships with U.S. colleges and
universities means that only a small
number of students can travel to the
United States. An increase in institutional
partnerships could lead to a massive
increase in student mobility.

UK universities are keen to demonstrate
their international outlook in the wake
of Brexit, and study abroad options
continue to be a way that they can
distinguish themselves, especially given
the competitive domestic landscape.

2020/21 % Change

556 44.0%
1,053 34.8%
121 19.8%
318 13.6%
356 11.6%

The focus on the Turing Scheme may
also increase mobility, particularly where
exchange agreements mean that the UK
student is paying UK fees to their UK
institution. Furthermore, the UK’s birth
rate increased in the mid-00s, which may
lead to an increase in students interested
in U.S. study who are finding it trickier to
find places at UK universities.

Virtual Engagement and Social Media
Usage

Social media engagement and virtual
programming continue to be major
components of EducationUSA outreach
and advising, and their importance will
continue even as centers resume in-
person activities. Lessons learned during
the pandemic remain in force - sessions
that are shorter and interactive are the
most popular, as are those that feature
alumni, insights into the admissions
process, and workshops on practical skills.

Facebook and Instagram are the

most commonly used platforms for
EducationUSA Europe and Eurasia,
though advisers in the region have noted
that Facebook’s popularity is waning,
especially among younger audiences.
EducationUSA advisers use a variety of
other platforms to engage students. For
direct communication with students,

the most common platforms include
WhatsApp, Viber, and Telegram. Discord
and TikTok are popular with younger
audiences, though their use has not been
officially adopted in the EducationUSA
network. Zoom, Microsoft Teams, and
Google Meet are used frequently for
webinars. As of April 2022, all social

“0%

Azerbaijan has the largest percentage
growth in the region over the last five years
(with over 100 students)
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Five Countries of Origin

in the Region with Highest
Per Capita College-Age
Student Mobility to the
United States

Iceland
College-Age
Population

24,397

Cyprus
College-Age
Population

57,992

Albania
College-Age
Population

232,597

Greece
College-Age
Population

536,831

Norway
College-Age
Population

347,806

Source: UNESCO Institute of Statistics, Indicator:
2018 or most recent Population of the official age
for tertiary education, both sexes
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media platforms are banned in Russia
except for VKontakte or others created in
Russia.

Effective virtual and social media
engagement should include student
success stories, student-led Facebook
and Instagram live events, Instagram
takeovers by students studying in

the United States, information about
scholarship opportunities, and Optional
Practical Training (OPT). The EU’s General
Data Protection Regulation (GDPR)
applies in much of the region and governs
the collection and storage of personal
data gathered through engagement

on virtual and social media platforms.
Non-EU countries also have restrictive
privacy laws, so U.S. institutions should
review these rules and requirements
when engaging. Virtual and social

media practices vary across the region.
EducationUSA advisers can recommend
the most effective platforms for reaching
students and can provide instructions
for sharing social media content or
scheduling virtual events.

Successful Recruiting Strategies

» After two years of the pandemic, in-
person events are resuming throughout
the region, and vaccination and
booster rates are generally high. A
series of in-person events is planned
for fall 2022, including the European
Association for International Education
(EAIE) conference and exhibition in
Barcelona, Spain; the EUR Regional
Forum in Belgrade, Serbia; and a suite of
recruitment fairs. In-person engagement
remains a critical component in a
successful recruitment strategy for the
region, and U.S. HEI representatives
should visit the region when possible.
As always, the U.S. Department of
State provides information and travel
advisories to make informed decisions
about traveling to the region.

EducationUSA advising centers in
Europe and Eurasia have a robust
social media presence and have the
capacity to host virtual events. Due to
increased demand, and to maintain
audience engagement, advisers often
collaborate to host regional events.
U.S. HEI representatives should contact
REACs to learn more about participating
in these multicountry, virtual programs.
REACs can representatives to a sign-up
sheet on which to indicate interest and

ability to present on specific topics,
such as sports scholarships or graduate
admissions.

U.S. HElIs should avoid a one-size-fits-all
approach, and should tailor outreach
to the locations in which they have
prioritized recruitment. In an age of
information overload, students and
advising centers are less interested

in PDF or hardcopy versions of “look
books” or brochures. Social media
content is most effective and should
include short summaries, URLs, video
links, and hashtags. Alumni profiles,
social media takeovers, and scholarship
information are also particularly useful
in engaging prospective students. U.S.
HEls are encouraged to develop their
own social media influencers among
students, alumni, and faculty to help
promote the institution and the United
States as a study destination.

Holistic messaging focused on an
institution’s return on investment and
the variety of programming offered
(regardless of duration) is particularly
effective for students in the region.
Marketing materials should feature
alumni and demonstrate the ways in
which their career paths were informed
by their experiences at the institution.
As applicable, institutions are also
encouraged to highlight steps they

are taking to simplify the application
process for international students,
such as waiving application fees or
offering test-optional policies. High
school students and parents continue to
express trepidation about test-optional
admission policies and how they are
implemented on campus, so HEls are
encouraged to clearly articulate any
flexibilities in their admissions process.

Regional Student Totals
Top Five Countries of Origin

(o 1111113 2020/21 % Change

Turkey 8,109
United Kingdom 8,028
Spain 5,781
France 5,643
Germany 5,364

-14.5%
-25.4%
-27.3%
-33.4%
-42.0%
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U.S. institutions can also benefit from
sharing ways that international students
can earn and/or save money while on
U.S. campuses, including on-campus
work, teaching or research assistantships
or fellowships, and by leveraging student
discounts. Institutions are encouraged

to promote 2+2 transfer agreements
between community colleges and
universities and short-term programs,
including certificate-bearing programs.
Consult with advisers to determine
which types of programs to promote to
students in different countries.

Students and parents may be
apprehensive about traveling to the
United States due to media coverage
of openly debated social and political
issues and general safety concerns,
including gun violence. U.S. HEIs should
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be transparent and candid about how
their campus addresses these issues to
ensure the safety and well-being of all
students (including COVID-19 related
safety protocols). For example, it can be
helpful to highlight text and email alert
systems that your institution employs.

Institutional Partnerships

A growing number of countries in Europe
and Eurasia are investing in partnerships
that support educational mobility and
exchange for students and faculty. In
addition to economic pressures and rapid
technology changes stemming from the
COVID-19 pandemic, several countries

in Southern and Eastern Europe are
concerned about “brain drain,” prompting
governments to invest in short-term
exchange programs that will make
students more competitive in the local job

market upon their return. Other countries
in the region, such as Germany, Denmark,
Norway, Sweden, and Luxembourg, allow
students to apply support from their
respective public financial aid programs to
the cost of studying in the United States,
especially for short-term experiences
including exchanges.

EducationUSA is uniquely positioned

to facilitate engagement between U.S.
institutions and HEls in the region. U.S.
HEls are encouraged to be mindful that
saving significant sums for education-
related costs is not part of the culture

in most countries in the region, or not
possible because of socioeconomic
factors. Directly addressing those
considerations with institutional partners
will help improve engagement. Virtual
and hybrid partnership configurations

- like Collaborative Online International
Learning (COIL) models - are becoming
increasingly common in countries like
Armenia, Serbia, and others.

Credit transfer continues to be a major
concern for institutions in the region.
European and Eurasian HEls are
advocating for simpler and more flexible
reciprocity regulations. Some countries
continue to pursue transfer agreements
for students in three-year bachelor’s
degree programs to attend their senior
year in the United States and obtain a U.S.
undergraduate degree. In some countries,
like the Netherlands and Kosovo,
international exchanges are increasingly
woven into higher education curriculum.

Fulbright Commissions in Europe and
Eurasia are enhancing their programs

to initiate mobility collaboration with

local institutions. Individual connections
between research groups and faculty can
be the best strategy to develop long-
term partnerships that include student
exchange agreements and tuition waivers.
Czech universities in particular have been
actively internationalizing, thanks in

part to support from Fulbright capacity-
building programs and the Czech National
Agency for International Education and
Research. Other successful examples
include the Transatlantic Mobility Program
in France and the Fulbright International
Education Administrators Program.

When identifying prospective partners,

consider institutions that may have been
left out of the institutional partnerships
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arena, including institutions that offer

a number of professionally oriented
bachelor's degrees. In some cases, there
are also unigue opportunities for larger-
scale partnerships, such as the regional
higher education initiative between

the U.S. state of Georgia and Bavaria.
EducationUSA advisers and U.S. embassies
and consulates can advise U.S. institutions
on potential partnership opportunities. A
variety of new partnerships are also taking
shape. The European University Alliance
for Global Health (EUGLOH), for example,
brings together five European universities,
including one from Szeged, Hungary.

This alliance aims to create a joint degree
issued by all partner institutions, allowing
students to attend any university in the
agreement.

The Foreign Commercial Service (FCS)

is active in the region, and education is

a primary focus in some countries, such

as Austria, Bulgaria, France, Portugal,
Spain, and Turkey. FCS can offer matching
programs to help identify prospective local
higher education partners or organize

U.S. pavilions at some of the largest
higher education fairs in the region.
Advisers are well-apprised of partnership-
related resources that might exist in

their respective countries. A national
organization in Germany, for example,
maintains a countrywide, searchable
database of institutional partners, as does
Poland with its Polish National Agency for
Academic Exchange (NAWA) initiatives.
U.S. HElIs can also receive support from the
Erasmus+ program, and should engage
directly with EU institutional partners for
details. It is essential that partnerships be
actively managed. There should be regular
check-ins between partners about needs
and opportunities.

Foreign Government and Private Funding
All 46 countries in Europe and Eurasia
offer Fulbright awards for students and
scholars. For more information, please
visit each country’s EducationUSA
advising center website.

Erasmus+. Erasmus+ provides a wide
range of opportunities to students,
educators, and administrators. Visit the
Erasmus+ website to learn more. Signature
initiatives include Jean Monnet Actions,
Horizon 2020, and Marie Sktodowska-Curie
Postdoctoral Fellowships. All EU countries
have Erasmus+ program administrators
that can provide additional information

EducationUSA state.gov

about how U.S. HEIs can engage with these
programs.

Albania. The Albanian-American
Development Foundation fully funds
master’s degrees for selected fields of
study.

Azerbaijan. The Azerbaijani government
intends to reopen scholarship
opportunities for citizens to study in
undergraduate and graduate programs
abroad. Relevant updates will be shared
on the global EducationUSA website
when an official announcement is made.

Armenia. More than 15 private
foundations provide scholarships for
Armenians to study in the United States.
Details are provided on the EducationUSA
Armenia website.

Austria. The Marietta Blau Grant is
available for doctoral students, and
the Austrian Agency for International
Cooperation in Education, Science and

U.S. Study Abroad

Research offers additional support that
can be accessed through a comprehensive
grant database.

Baltic-American Freedom Foundation.
The Baltic-American Freedom Foundation
provides scholarships to citizens

of Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania to
support participation in research and
internships in the United States that

are focused on economic growth and
democratic processes. Awards range from
USD$30,000 to USD$60,000.

Belgium. The Belgian American
Educational Foundation provides
scholarships for graduate studies, the
Fernand Lazard Foundation offers
interest-free loans, and the National
Research Foundations support doctoral
studies. Starting in 2022, a new program
will provide up to 2 million euros in
scholarships for 20 to 30 graduate
students from Flanders to study in the
United States and other countries.

Top Five Receiving Countries in the Region

Destination

Spain

Italy

United Kingdom
France

Ireland

2019/20 % Change

19,792
19,731
19,147
8,528

4,712

-41.5%
-49.5%
-51.4%
-53.8%
-60.0%

Five Countries (with over 100 students) with Highest
Percentage Growth/Lowest Percentage Decline, U.S.
Students in the Region (Five-Year Trend)

Country 2015/16

Cyprus 125
Portugal 523
Finland 396
Hungary 1,086
Luxembourg 334

2019/20 % Change

148 18.4%
528 1.0%
328 -17.2%
815 -25.0%
230 -31.1%
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Bermuda. Bermuda has a comprehensive
website that provides information on

all private and government-funded
opportunities.

Croatia. U.S. Mobility Micro-Grants cover
up to USD$500 for application costs

to U.S. universities (for bachelor’s and
master’s programs). The Bepina Sabalic
Kunin Endowed Scholarship Fund at
Georgetown University supports graduate
and professional education. The Zlatko

i Joyce Balokovi¢ Scholarship Fund
supports graduate education. Additional
details on scholarships are available on
the EducationUSA Croatia center website.

Czechia. Several private foundations
offer scholarships for study abroad:
Bakala Foundation, the Kellner Family
Foundation University Scholarship,
the Scholar Foundation, and the
Krsek Foundation. Amounts vary,

but all programs provide as much as
USD$30,000.

Denmark. The State Educational Grant
and Loan Scheme supports study abroad,
and Scandinavia Grants provide support
to Danish students at the graduate and
postgraduate levels up to USD$20,000.
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American Scandinavian Foundation
supports graduate and postgraduate
students with awards ranging from
USD$2,500 to USD$10,000.

France. The French government gives
financial aid to students for exchange
programs at the undergraduate and
graduate levels. Depending on the
regional government, students can
receive around 400 euros per month. The
Monahan Foundation provides funding
up to approximately USD$50,000 for
master’s or doctoral degrees in STEM
fields.

Finland. The League of Finnish-American
Societies (SAM) provides funding

for doctoral students. The Finnish
government also supports study abroad,
up to USD$490 per month as a living
allowance and USD$860 per month for
academic expenses.

Georgia. The Georgian government’s
Center for International Education
awards study abroad scholarships to
Georgian citizens pursuing master’s and
doctoral studies overseas. The number
of scholarships and funding levels vary
from year to year. Students studying in

the United States are typically eligible for
scholarships in the range of USD$20,000
to USD$40,000.

Germany. The German Academic
Exchange Service (DAAD) provides
scholarships for non-degree programs

at the undergraduate and graduate
levels. The Arnold Heidsieck Scholarship
covers one year of undergraduate studies
in the humanities. The Foundation of
German-American Clubs provides 30
scholarships each year that cover most
fields of study. Baden-Wuerttemberg
scholarships provide support for students
at universities in that German state.

Greece. Greece offers scholarship support
for U.S. study at the graduate level only.
Additional details on scholarships are
available on the EducationUSA Greece
website.

Hungary. The government of Hungary
offers the Stipendium Peregrinum to
support undergraduate or graduate
studies abroad. The Hungary Foundation
provides full funding and living stipends
for undergraduate and graduate students,
as well as internships. Additional details
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on scholarships are available on the
EducationUSA Hungary center website.

Iceland. Fara Bara posts general
information about studying abroad. The
Thor Thors program awards scholarship
funding ranging from USD$2,000 to
USD$5,000 for graduate studies. The
Leifur Eiriksson Foundation awards
USD$25,000 for graduate studies.

Ireland. The Irish Research Council
provides support to researchers across all
disciplines. George Moore Scholarships
provide comprehensive support to
students in master’s programs.

Italy. The Fulbright Commission
and the Zegna Foundation provide
full scholarships to economically
disadvantaged graduate students.

Kosovo. The Kosovo American Education
Fund (KAEF) is dedicated to the long-
term economic development of Kosovo
through the education of its people. KAEF
provides up to eight graduate fellowships
per year for degrees at select U.S.
universities.

Lithuania. The Lithuanian government’s
Next 100 program (Kitas 100) provides
funding to students applying to, or
already studying at, select institutions
around the world. Scholarships cover

up to four years of study, with a
maximum funding level of approximately
USD$22,500 per year.

Luxembourg. The Information and
Documentation Centre for Higher
Education (CEDIES) has changed the
name of its financial funding office to
MengStudien.lu and has a new online
application and processing platform.
Residents can receive from USD$5,000
to USD$14,000, provided in the form of
grants and minimal-interest loans with
generous repayment provisions.

Montenegro. The Ministry of Education,
Science, Culture and Sport provides
scholarships for a limited number

of graduate students in the fields of
science and math, technology, medicine,
agriculture, social sciences, and
humanities. The scholarships amount to
500 euros per month.

EducationUSA state.gov

North Macedonia. The Ministry of
Education and Science awards academic
scholarships of up to USD$40,000

per year to support study in a limited
number of fields. Additional details

on scholarships are available on the
EducationUSA North Macedonia center
website.

Netherlands. Low-interest loans are
available through the government’s Dienst
Uitroering Onderwijs (DUQO) program.
KHMW-Eizenga scholarships provide

up to USD$50,000 to pursue a degree

in economics or a Master of Business
Administration (MBA). The Prins Bernhard
Cultuurfonds, VSB-fonds, and Vrijvrouwe
van Renswoude foundations also provide
support for graduate students.

Norway. Lanekassen provides non-merit-
based financial aid for Norwegian students
through a loan and grant package for
full-time academic programs at both the
undergraduate and graduate levels.

Poland. The National Science Centre of
Poland offers funding for pre-doctoral
and doctoral students. The Polish National
Agency for Academic Exchange supports
research at the doctoral, post-doctoral,
and experienced researcher levels. The
Kosciuszko Foundation provides support
for Polish nationals to pursue research or
study in the United States. The Visiting
Research Graduate Traineeship Program
(BiolLab) offers research traineeships

to graduate students in the biomedical
sciences.

Serbia. The Ministry of Youth and Sports
awards graduate scholarships and
scholarships for designated performing
arts schools around the world. The
funding is as much as USD$11,000 per
year.

Slovenia. The Ad futura Scholarship for
Study Abroad offers students as much as
USD$33,000 annually for the duration of
their academic program. This scholarship
program funds undergraduate studies

in STEM fields or graduate studies in all
fields except the fine and performing arts.

Slovakia. The Martin Filko Scholarship
supports graduate study in economics,
mathematics, statistics, and public policy.
The Tatra Banka Foundation offers grants
at all academic levels. The maximum

funding amount is 5,000 euros per
student to support IT projects.

Spain. La Caixa, Rafael del Pino, and
Fundacién Ramon Areces all provide
support for graduate studies. The Banco
de Espafia provides grants of up to
USD$29,000 to support graduate-level
study in economics.

Sweden. The Swedish Board of Student
Finance (CSN) is the government’s
academic financial aid program. It
provides grants and low-interest loans
covering tuition, fees, and living expenses.

Switzerland. The Swiss Benevolent
Society of New York offers the Medicus
Student Exchange Program, the Sonja
Streuli Maguire Outstanding Scholastic
Achievement Award, and the Swiss
Benevolent Pellegrini Scholarship.
Students can apply for stipends and loans
to support semester- or year-long study
abroad.

Turkey. The Turkish Ministry of Education
offers scholarships supporting graduate-
level study at select institutions

around the world. The Scientific and
Technological Research Council of Turkey
offers scholarship funding for doctoral-
level study. The Turkish Educational
Foundation offers scholarships supporting
master’s-level study in select fields. All
three of these funding sources provide
transportation, health insurance, tuition,
and living expenses.

United Kingdom. The Sutton Trust
Programme supports economically
disadvantaged students with outstanding
academic qualifications who aspire to
study at U.S. colleges and universities. The
British Universities North America Club
(BUNAC) provides support in the form of
partial scholarships for British students
applying to graduate programs in the
United States.

Ukraine. WorldWideStudies provides up
to USD$50,000 to cover tuition, books
and materials, and health insurance for
students in master’s degree programs.
Priority fields include agriculture,
environmental studies, ecology, law and
public administration, alternative energy,
and aerospace engineering.
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Europe and Eurasia

Regional Economics and Market Demands
The Europe and Eurasia region has been
hit hard by the pandemic. As in other
regions, Europe and Eurasia have seen a
rise in the need for medical personnel and
those skilled in technical fields such as IT
and engineering. Italy is at the forefront
of a radical reshaping of its medical
community-based services, in which
e-health will play a pivotal role. This is
thanks to a large national and European
funding campaign that started during

the pandemic. The goal is to use e-health
strategies in a redesigned health-care
provision system to meet specific patient
needs. This creates new educational
needs: specialized health services, such as
nursing, rehabilitation, and social support;
data and software management; and
device conception and operationalization.
Health care and personal care for children
and the elderly is a priority for France

and Portugal, as well. Slovenia is in

need of specialists in family medicine.
Belgium and Greece also face a lack of
qualified health-care workers, increasing
the need for trained doctors, nurses, and
technicians.

In some countries in the region, such as
North Macedonia, there is a dearth of
STEM professionals. The country’s labor
market lacks high-school graduated
professionals in the fields of biology,
chemistry, and other sciences with
manual scopes of work. STEM is on the
margin in Slovakia, as well. Many students
lack a deep knowledge of mathematics,
reasoning, and logical deduction. In Spain,
there is a need for more investment

in vocational programs as opposed to
traditional higher education. In addition,
there is an emphasis on continuing studies
and academic opportunities to help
professionals who are already working

in their fields level up with university
degrees. In the UK, there is a policy focus
on technical skills, which includes reform
of post-16 qualifications and new training
routes into careers.

The IT sector continues to grow in
Armenia. The biggest gap in the
workforce for IT is in leadership and
management. Both agriculture and
hospitality have been identified as key
areas to grow in the next five to 10

years. Research in the field of artificial
intelligence (Al) and machine learning is a
priority for the Armenian government.
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For many countries in Europe and
Eurasia, such as Bosnia and Herzegovina,
France, Poland, Russia, and Latvia, the
most in-demand professions are in the
field of construction and construction
engineering. The war in Ukraine will
further increase the need for qualified
workers in this field.

Regional EducationUSA Events, Fairs, and
Conferences (in person and virtual)

The Europe and Eurasia region offers

a wide variety of opportunities for

HEIl engagement, and advisers plan
events throughout the year. Visit the
EducationUSA website to find information
about upcoming fairs, webinars,
conferences, and other activities. The
events listed below are hosted by
EducationUSA or are EducationUSA-
organized pavilions at national fairs.
EducationUSA advisers can share a full
list of commercial fair offerings through
which U.S. institutions can reach target
audiences.

EducationUSA will host a full U.S. pavilion
at the 2022 European Association

for International Education (EAIE)
conference in Barcelona, Spain, from
September 13-16. U.S. HEIs report that
exhibiting at the EducationUSA pavilion
leads to an increase in their institution’s
visibility, more students from Europe

on their campuses, and an increase

in exchange-related income for their
institutions. Contact REAC Assistant
Eleonora Kolomiets for more information.

The EducationUSA Europe and

Eurasia Regional Forum will take place
immediately after EAIE, September
19-21in Belgrade, Serbia. Advisers from
across the region are expected to attend.
This event is an excellent opportunity

to gather in-depth information about
trends in the region and network with
U.S. government colleagues and local
higher education counterparts. This
regional forum will also offer specialized
conference workshops and opportunities
for U.S. HEIs to represent their institutions
at a student recruitment fair.

The Annual EducationUSA Eurasia and
Central Asia Tour takes place in October.
For updates, visit the "Find an Event”
page on the EducationUSA website.

The Annual EducationUSA European
LLM Tour takes place in November. For

updates, visit the "Find an Event” page on
the EducationUSA website.

The 10th Annual Virtual EducationUSA
Southeastern Europe Tour is scheduled
for June 15. The tour will include a student
recruitment fair with Albania, Bosnia and
Herzegovina, Croatia, Cyprus, Kosovo,
Montenegro, North Macedonia, Serbia,
and Slovenia.

Sign up to receive the EducationUSA
monthly newsletter on Europe and
Eurasia to keep abreast of recruiting
events planned in the region, as well as
information about emerging trends. These
events will also be shared via the Global
EducationUSA HEI newsletter.

U.S. Study Abroad in the Region

The COVID-19 global pandemic affected
U.S. study abroad programs across

the United States and to all global
destinations, resulting in a 53 percent
decline overall, according to the most
recent Open Doors data. In AY 2019-
2020, the most recently measured,
162,633 American students studied
abroad for academic credit, most of
whom enrolled in programs prior to March
2020. U.S. study abroad programming
declined primarily during spring and
summer 2020. Summer programs, which
comprised 39 percent of all U.S. study
abroad programming in AY 2018-2019,
decreased by 99 percent in AY 2019-
2020. During spring 2020, 867 U.S. HEIs
launched emergency efforts to return
students to the United States, bringing

a reported 55,000 students home from
their studies early amid the COVID-19
pandemic. U.S. study abroad programs
were able to pivot and offer alternative
modes of study abroad. For example, 242
institutions reported offering online global
learning experiences to over 10,400
students.

According to 2021 Open Doors data, in AY
2019-2020, Europe and Eurasia hosted
over 90,000 U.S. students, accounting for
more than half of all U.S. study abroad.
The top five destinations globally were
Spain, Italy, the United Kingdom, France,
and Australia. Other European countries
in the top 25 worldwide include Ireland,
Germany, Denmark, the Czech Repubilic,
the Netherlands, Greece, and Austria.

In 2021 and 2022, there has been some
rebound of study abroad demand in
Europe; however, it will take some time
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before this rebound will be reflected in
Open Doors data.

In 2021, U.S. embassies, consulates, or
Fulbright Commissions in Azerbaijan,
Bulgaria, Georgia, Germany, Greece,
Hungary, Montenegro, Portugal, the
United Kingdom, and Ukraine received
U.S. Study Abroad Engagement Grants
from the USA Study Abroad Branch at the
U.S. Department of State. The grants will
be used to carry out capacity-building
projects to support U.S. study abroad

in the region. In addition, the State
Department’s IDEAS program awarded
grants to six U.S. HEIs to develop or
diversify study abroad programming in
Bosnia and Herzegovina, Greece, Ireland,
Italy, the Netherlands, and the United
Kingdom.

EducationUSA centers have collaborated
with local universities, embassies, and
Fulbright Commissions to support these
initiatives. U.S. study abroad students
are welcome to join EducationUSA

EducationUSA state.gov

programming activities throughout the
region. U.S. institutions are encouraged
to provide information and resources to
study abroad participants prior to their
departure from the United States so

that they can promote the institution to
local audiences. Students have delivered
general presentations about their
institutions, joined conversation groups,
assisted with mock admissions interviews,
and participated in alumni fairs and other

events that allowed them to engage with
local high school and university students.
A growing number of Virtual Student
Federal Service (VSFS) interns have been
assisting advisers in Europe and Eurasia
with their virtual programs. More than
20 countries in the region work with U.S.
VSFS interns to diversify their advising
services.

Best and Worst Times of the Year to Interact with
Students (in person and virtual)

In general, the best times to interact with students are from September to

November and February to May. Avoid recruitment travel or virtual programming
in July and August, or over the Christmas, New Year, and Easter holidays. Please
note that Christmas and Easter are observed according to the Roman and

Eastern Orthodox calendars, so the dates of these holidays may differ by country.
Advisers in each country can advise on national holidays and other factors, such as
examination dates, that might affect students' ability to attend events. As always,
institutions should check with EducationUSA advisers in the country they want to
visit before making any travel or virtual outreach plans.
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Middle East and
North Africa

Regional EducationUSA Profile

Algeria, Bahrain, Egypt, Iran, Iraq, Israel, Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Libya, Morocco, Oman, Palestinian Territories, Qatar, Saudi Arabia,
Syria, Tunisia, United Arab Emirates, Yemen

EducationUSA advising centers in the across North Africa have historically
Middle East and North Africa (MENA) chosen study options in Europe, while
EducationUSA are located at U.S. embassies and many countries in the Gulf are striving
Advising Centers consulates; America-Mideast Educational  to expand capacity and retain domestic
in the Region and Training Services, Inc. (AMIDEAST) students. Newly developed higher
offices; American Centers; and a World education options are likely to attract
. Learning center in Algeria. Although all some MENA students.
17 Comprehensive centers currently offer virtual advising,
9 Standard EducationUSA advising centers for EducationUSA advisers in the MENA
1 Reference Iran, Libya, Syria, and Yemen are 100% region are working in an environment

virtual operations. The region includes 27 of frequent change and opportunity.
centers (17 comprehensive, nine standard,  Despite a decade of overall population

and one reference) in 19 countries and growth, the 2027 Open Doors® Report
territories with 30 advisers who provide on International Educational Exchange
up-to-date services and programming. indicates a 20.4 percent decrease in
eel2®s students from the region studying in
299%%,.°° EducationUSA advisers across MENA the United States during the academic
° provide expertise, support, and year (AY) 2020-2021 compared to

information about local higher education the previous year. This is the fifth
systems and the broader post-secondary consecutive year of decline in the

sector landscape in the region. In number of students from the region,
addition to advising students and college with Iraq (-20.2 percent), Libya (-21.8
counselors, EducationUSA centers offer percent), Qatar (-16.1 percent), Saudi

U.S. higher education institutions (HEIs) Arabia (-29.2 percent), and the UAE

An electronic version of this publication and governmental partners opportunities (-16.2 percent) all decreasing as a result

containing hyperlinks is available to_engage student audien_ce_s_through of scaled-back governmen‘t scholarship
at https:/educationusa.state.gov/ tailored programs and activities that programs, recent changes in mandatory
us-higher-education-professionals/ support increased student mobility. Gulf military service requirements, growing
recruitment-resources/global-guide countries such as Irag, Kuwait, Oman, higher education options in the region,
Qatar, Saudi Arabia, and the United and increased competition from other
Arab Emirates (UAE) offer government countries. After a decade of consistent
scholarship programs to their citizens. growth, student numbers from Kuwait

EducationUSA advisers maintain contact have also dropped for the third year in
with scholarship offices to connect them a row (-18.3 percent). Student mobility

with prospective HEI partners’ students from the following locations also
interested in U.S. study. declined: Egypt (-4.8 percent), Lebanon
(-0.5 percent), Morocco (-13.7 percent),
MENA is a dynamic and complex region the Palestinian Territories (-11.3 percent),
divided into three subregions: North Algeria (-8.4 percent), Bahrain (-10.8

Africa, the Levant, and the Gulf. Students percent), Israel (-17.2 percent), Jordan
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(-4.2 percent), Syria (-8.2 percent), and
Yemen (-8.4 percent).

The region boasts many EducationUSA
Competitive College Clubs (CCCs) through
which advisers meet regularly with highly
motivated and engaged high school
students to prepare them for study on

U.S. campuses and guide them through
the college application process. Advisers
support students in identifying their best
institutional fit by exploring their academic,
cultural, geographic, and financial needs
and preferences. CCC activities include
community service projects, book clubs,
virtual programs, lectures from guest
speakers, test preparation activities, and
information sessions on the application
process. All CCCs foster student leadership
skills. EducationUSA advising centers in
Egypt, Israel, Lebanon, Libya, Morocco,

the Palestinian Territories, Saudi Arabia,
and Tunisia currently manage CCC
programs. The EducationUSA Opportunity
Funds program, serving high-achieving
prospective students who demonstrate
financial need, operates at advising centers
in Egypt and Lebanon.

EducationUSA advising centers in
MENA conduct strategic outreach in
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collaboration with public affairs and
consular sections of U.S. embassies and
consulates. Half of the advising centers
in MENA are based at an embassy

or consulate and are located within

the public affairs sections. Regional
Educational Advising Coordinators
(REACs) and EducationUSA advisers hold
regular education briefings and webinars
for U.S. HEIs about local educational
systems, trends, opportunities, and
recruitment strategies.

Regional Overview

The United States remains a top higher
education destination for students from
MENA, despite recent declines in the
overall number of students from the
MENA region enrolled at U.S. institutions.
The decline in enrollment is partly

due to economic pressures, currency
devaluation, and the rise in locally and
regionally available options. Some
governments have also narrowed the lists
of approved institutions or areas of study
for scholarship programs. For example,
Saudi Arabia’s Custodian of the Two Holy
Mosques Scholarship Program eliminated
phase three of its award, which included
an elite scholarship. Kuwait eliminated
dentistry and pharmacy scholarship

programs to the United States. However,
scholarship opportunities remain available
to many students in the region and are
designed to support emerging labor
market demands.

Local and regional institutions are
attractive to students across the region
because of their cost, location, and
partnerships with international institutions,
especially given travel challenges during
the COVID-19 pandemic. Opportunities
for growth in student numbers from
MENA depend partly on labor market
demands driving the need for specialized
training not available in the region. The
growth of online study opportunities due
to the COVID-19 pandemic has created
interest in hybrid programs, online
degrees, and partnerships between U.S.
and regional institutions. The future of
online higher education will continue to
influence students’ study abroad plans
and preferred coursework modalities.
Beyond the pandemic, recognition of
online coursework and online degrees is
unclear in countries that require degree
attestation. Countries that successfully
leverage digital education will likely see
more opportunities to attract and retain
international students in the years to come.
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Over the past decade, MENA has
experienced one of the highest population
growth rates of any region in the world.
Demand for postsecondary education far
exceeds the capacity of local universities
in many countries. In addition, variability
in the quality of higher education systems
leaves some students without local
options to develop the skills necessary
to enter competitive labor markets at
home. Science, technology, engineering,
arts, and mathematics (STEAM) fields
are in high demand, and there is growing
interest in health fields, including
medicine, health sciences, and public
health. Students in North Africa and

the Levant are increasingly interested

in exploring the benefits of community
colleges, including lower costs, transfer
flexibilities, and limited standardized

test requirements. Students in Gulf
countries are largely interested in studies
in aeronautics, cybersecurity, tourism,
antiquities, and a broad range of medical
fields.

Most countries in the region have
engaged with the U.S. government and
U.S. colleges and universities to expand
local higher education capacity through
institutional linkages. Many universities
in the Gulf are interested in collaborating
with U.S.-educated faculty to develop
institutional capacity and are eager to
connect with U.S. institutions for joint
research and teaching opportunities.
Although students in the Gulf region have
adequate access to universities in their
home countries, they are also interested
in U.S. study, particularly at the graduate
level. U.S. institutions are encouraged to

collaborate with the region’s ministries of
education to implement programs that
create pipelines of students equipped
with skills that will prepare them for
educational opportunities in the United
States.

Recent Trends

Many countries in the region are eager

to include U.S.-trained professionals in
their workforce development efforts.
Governments support scholarships, short-
term grants for local faculty to experience
U.S. study tours, research projects,

and short-term training programs for
government officials and administrators.
Scholarship programs link government
objectives and priority fields of study to
meet national labor market needs. Other
programs encourage work experience
through internships, Curricular Practical
Training (CPT), and Optional Practical
Training (OPT) in the United States.

Students across MENA pursue study
abroad in a range of countries. Some
choose Canada because of the perception
that the country offers lower tuition rates
and a less complex student visa process.
The UK is attractive to some students
because of its geographic proximity

and solid historical ties to Gulf countries
like Bahrain, Qatar, and the UAE. France
remains a viable option for students from
North Africa due to geographic proximity
and linguistic affinity.

Compared to five years ago, students
in the MENA region now have more
opportunities to study closer to home,
and increasing numbers are choosing

Student Mobility in the Region (Five-Year Trend)

institutions in Oman, Saudi Arabia,
Turkey, and the UAE. Kuwaiti universities
are adding new degree programs and
improving physical capacity. Competition
for international students in the Gulf

is growing as Qatar, the UAE, and

Saudi Arabia establish themselves as
educational hubs in the region. Over

the past year, several Gulf nations eased
visa and employment restrictions on
foreign nationals, allowing them to
remain in the country while working to
support their studies. For example, the
UAE is home to 60 globally recognized
international university campuses. At over
half of these universities - 34 of them in
Dubai - 28 percent of the student body
is made up of students from outside the
country. This trend is growing, with a

3.6 percent annual enrollment growth
and more than 29,000 students in these
programs. (Khaleej Times, April 13,

2022) Outstanding students in the UAE
are eligible for a five-year student visa
extended to family members. This visa
change is attractive to students from
Iraq, Iran, Syria, and Egypt. U.S. branch
campuses in the region - including six in
Qatar and three in the UAE - are growing
in popularity. Many American-style HEls
in the region have recently attained
accreditation from one or more U.S.
accrediting organizations, including one
in Egypt, two in Lebanon, one in Morocco,
one in Qatar, one in Saudi Arabia, and six
in the UAE. Qatar introduced a new model
of live-to-classroom distance learning,
and three U.S. institutions currently offer
undergraduate and graduate programs
locally under this Global Studies Institute
(GSI) umbrella.
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Student recruitment practitioners from
U.S. HEIs are often required to seek

local government permission before
entering secondary schools. The security
process takes time, especially in STEM-
focused and other government schools.
Though some students demonstrate
significant financial need, these
secondary institutions prepare highly
qualified students for merit-based U.S.
scholarships. Countries such as Jordan,
Kuwait, and the UAE require student
recruitment fair organizers to collaborate
with local agencies. Government
permission is also often necessary to host
virtual fairs, especially in countries with
approved institution lists.

Students and parents in the MENA region
express concern about Islamophobia,
safety, and other social issues in the
United States. Recent social media
campaigns, including the EducationUSA
#StudyWithUS hashtag and the #WhyUS
program, started by Temple University,
have been widely shared to engage
broader audiences and address many of
these concerns. Personal connections are
critical to establishing positive, realistic
impressions of the United States. HEIs are
encouraged to consider in-person visits to
the region as travel restrictions are lifted
and conditions allow.

Online learning, distance learning, and
homeschooling were widely available
and accepted in most Gulf countries
during the pandemic. In response to
COVID-19 restrictions, several countries
in the region quickly assembled task
forces to develop strategies for online
instruction and secure platforms to
support remote learning. Schools in
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Algeria has the largest percentage growth in

some countries lacked the resources to
provide online education and completely
halted all public-school instruction for
weeks or months. Many countries did not
anticipate how long the pandemic would
limit in-person instruction. The inability
to provide consistent access to education
has widened the digital divide and
exacerbated educational disparities.

Top Senders and Countries to Watch
Below are the top 10 countries in the
region by number of students studying in
the United States. Student Mobility Facts
and Figures sheets for all countries are
available on the EducationUSA website.

1. Saudi Arabia

2. lran

3. Kuwait

4. Egypt

5. Oman

6. Jordan

7. lsrael

8. United Arab Emirates
9. Lebanon

10. Morocco

What to Expect in the Next Three to Five
Years

Kuwait is the region’s third-largest sender
of international students to the United
States. Although qualified students

can receive fully funded government
scholarships, students must achieve a
minimum score on a standardized English
exam to qualify for the benefit, limiting
the pool of eligible students. Recent
pandemic-related interruptions to the
academic year contribute to a decrease
in qualified scholarship applicants in the
short term.

Saudi Arabia will support education
programs that address national
development requirements and labor
market demands. Priorities include
improving learning environments,
stimulating creativity and innovation in
the classroom, and welcoming foreign
investment in education. Continued
efforts to support Vision 2030 lead to the
growth of smaller niche scholarships not
only through Giga projects, ministries, and
universities but also through businesses.
More specialized fields will be in demand
based on the country’s market needs, but
tourism and health will still be popular.
The Ministry of Education intends to add
fields like music and performing arts to
the specific scholarship-approved lists.

Due to recent domestic economic
challenges and evolving regional
relationships, governments across the
region have made changes to scholarship
designs, titles, and foci while establishing
stricter eligibility requirements and
limitations on study location. In many
cases, scholarship recipients are limited to
specific fields of study at institutions on
government-approved lists, significantly
limiting choice of academic disciplines
and study destinations. HEIs should
highlight programs that support priority
fields, as identified by the ministries

of education, and be prepared to offer
documentation that demonstrates
student compliance with scholarship
requirements. In Oman, Saudi Arabia,
and the UAE, students no longer apply
directly to scholarship programs, and an
offer of admission must be granted from
an eligible institution before students can
apply for financial aid. This change has
resulted in fewer students studying in the

Five Countries of Origin (with over 100 students)
with Highest Percentage Growth/Lowest
Percentage Decline, International Students in the
Region (Five-Year Trend)

Country

Algeria
Lebanon
Jordan

the region over the last five years (with over

100 students)

EducationUSA state.gov

Palestinian Territories
Egypt

2015/16

2019/20 % Change

192 219 14.1%
1,556 1,700 9.3%
2,312 2,338 11%

423 424 0.2%
3,715 3,672 -1.2%
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United States and a corresponding decline
in students enrolling in U.S.-based English
language institutes before their studies.

U.S. institutions should expect more
interest in partnerships, linkages, and
U.S. faculty visits to the region. Local
institutions see their U.S. counterparts
as institutional structure and curricular
development models. STEM fields are
the highest priority across the region.
Many institutions in the region have
allocated funding to send faculty to the
United States for training and advanced
research. There is also interest in earning
accreditation from U.S. accrediting bodies.

Loss of jobs, weakening currencies, and
higher food costs in countries like Egypt,
Lebanon, Tunisia, and Yemen continue to
make academic options viable for many
students only if full scholarships are
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offered. In contrast, many Gulf countries
such as Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, and the
UAE have experienced greater currency
stability, resulting in more flexibility for
students to explore study opportunities
abroad regardless of financial aid.
However, economic challenges have not
affected all families equally, and many
continue to have the resources to support
their children’s higher education. HEls
should consider the MENA region’s broad
range of economic situations in their
outreach strategies to attract a diverse
array of top students (government
scholarship recipients, self-funded
students, and those requiring financial
support).

Many governments sponsor college

and university fairs and value the
participation of U.S. institutions. During
the pandemic, these programs were fully

online. As travel restrictions are lifted,
more in-person visits to the region are
possible. EducationUSA advisers can
provide guidance on local conditions,
participate in events, help obtain required
approvals from local authorities, and
facilitate communication with higher
education ministries. U.S. institutions

can also send faculty to EducationUSA-
sponsored events. EducationUSA
advisers can arrange faculty-to-faculty
dialogues and provide strategies for
engaging counterparts in collaborative
research projects and other joint ventures.
Provided that they have authorization
from the college or university, alumni

of U.S. institutions are also welcome to
attend and represent their alma maters.

Virtual Engagement and Social Media
Usage

According to the Digital 2022 report

by We Are Social and Hootsuite, there
were 316.1 million internet users in the
MENA region in January 2022. Internet
connectivity is widely available in the
region, although Yemen, the Palestinian
Territories, and Libya have the lowest
levels of connectivity. Before the
pandemic, many people accessed the
internet in public spaces like cybercafes
or university campuses. Mobile device
usage has increased over the past year
due partly to COVID-19-related limits

on access to public spaces. Bandwidth
sufficient to participate in webinars or
download large files is a challenge for
those in areas affected by power outages,
slow connection speeds, or limitations on
connectivity. These issues are particularly
pressing in Algeria, Lebanon, Syria,
Tunisia, and Yemen.

As local conditions permit, centers are
reintroducing face-to-face programming
while maintaining a virtual presence.
Virtual programming’s broader
engagement and reach to previously
untapped regions and audiences has
proven that sustaining a combined
approach will be necessary. The most
popular platforms used for webinars
include Zoom, Facebook Live, and Google
Meet. YouTube is popular for viewing pre-
recorded sessions, and Instagram Live and
IGTV have also become more widely used
in the region. WhatsApp and Facebook
Messenger are frequently used for texting.

Even before the pandemic, EducationUSA
advising for Iran was an exclusively
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Five Countries of Origin

in the Region with Highest
Per Capita College-Age
Student Mobility to the
United States

Kuwait
College-Age
Population

213,994

Saudi Arabia
College-Age
Population

2,381,678

Oman
College-Age
Population

314,758

Bahrain
College-Age
Population

89,022

United Arab Emirates
College-Age
Population

552,376

Source: UNESCO Institute of Statistics, Indicator:
2018 or most recent Population of the official age
for tertiary education, both sexes
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virtual operation, so advisers were

well positioned to build on an already
robust online presence. With an updated
website, new student videos, and a

series of webinars, the EducationUSA

Iran office provides information about
U.S. higher education via a dedicated
website in Farsi (Persian) and English.
The adviser meets with Iranian students
and school representatives through
virtual campus visits, online consultations,
and EducationUSA conferences. To
effectively reach Iranian nationals residing
worldwide, EducationUSA Iran has also
leveraged global advertising campaigns
through outlets such as Radio Javan.

Iranian students’ interest in U.S. graduate
studies remains solid, with 75.2 percent
of Iranian students in the United States
enrolled in graduate programs. Telegram
and Instagram are top platforms for
Iranians whose access to some social
media platforms, including Facebook
and YouTube, is limited. It is strongly
recommended that HEIs keep social
media platforms updated and boost
posts related to Iranian students. HEIs can
gather more information and additional
guidance on the EducationUSA Iran
website.

EducationUSA webinars offer
opportunities to engage students
creatively while informing them about
educational opportunities in the United
States. EducationUSA centers in the
MENA region continue to develop
innovative approaches to student
outreach, including the recent launch of
mobile applications in Bahrain and the
UAE that provide students and parents
with information about upcoming
EducationUSA programs.

Online webinars and programs are not

as popular in Kuwait as in neighboring
countries. Instagram and YouTube have
the most traction, with 3.62 million users
at the beginning of 2022. In-person
engagement with Kuwaiti students goes
far, and when face-to-face meetings are
safe and permitted, in-person recruitment
will be essential.

Successful Recruiting Strategies

* HEls are encouraged to consider
high school guidance counselors as a
resource and conduit to reach larger
student audiences. The EducationUSA
network has enhanced efforts to

engage these key stakeholders and

to provide them information about

the U.S. higher education sector and
college advising resources. Local
counselors frequently meet to share
best practices in the admissions

process and to discuss topics such

as applying for student visas, writing
school profiles, meeting institutional
application deadlines, and identifying
institutions that best meet students’
needs. When possible, coordinate with
other recruitment colleagues to organize
virtual school visits, as not all schools
can accommodate the high demand

for engagement. In Kuwait, the U.S.
embassy is working with the Ministry

of Education and local providers to
introduce a robust college advising
program in government public schools.
Six trained counselors, alongside
EducationUSA, are working directly with
these schools to educate students about
studying in the United States. Eighty
percent of government scholarship
recipients are from public schools.

This program has the potential to be

a driving force toward increasing the
numbers of Kuwaitis pursuing study in
the United States.

In spring 2022, Kuwait began lifting
COVID-19 restrictions and slowly
allowing people into the country who do
not have residency, including U.S. HEI
representatives. EducationUSA, based
at the U.S. embassy, launched several
new initiatives to promote study in the
United States, including outreach at
Kuwait’s largest mall and a wide-ranging
social media campaign that set an
embassy record for YouTube views. The
funding of new grants to increase access
to Kuwaiti schools helped create college

Regional Student Totals
Top Five Countries of Origin

Country 2020/21 % Change

Saudi Arabia 21,933
Iran 9,614
Kuwait 6,846
Egypt 3,672
Oman 2,433

-29.2%
-16.0%
-18.3%

-4.8%
-13.3%
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advising positions in high schools and
sponsored the participation of a large
group of students in the EducationUSA
Academy Connects virtual pre-college
program.

It is helpful to translate websites and
promotional materials into Arabic, Farsi,
Hebrew, and/or Kurdish and record
videos featuring currently enrolled
students from MENA to engage parents
and students with limited English-
language skills. High-quality video and
photo content can convey a sense of the
campus and local communities that will
resonate with students and their families.
Students, particularly those at the
undergraduate level, are eager to learn
about campus life, including housing
arrangements and dining options that
meet religious needs. Institutions are also
encouraged to highlight student support
services, such as academic tutoring,
extracurricular activities, social programs,
public safety precautions, and medical
services on campus.

U.S. Study Abroad

 Parents and family members in the
MENA region often play essential roles
in students’ decision-making about
institutions and programs of study. In
some cases, graduate students will be
accompanied by dependents and will
seek institutions that can accommodate
their families. Institutions should
consider crafting recruitment messages
with these audiences in mind.

U.S. HEIs can benefit from relationships
with international alumni and from
visiting alumni when recruiting abroad.
Alumni may offer helpful insights into
their experiences as students, hold

key positions in the public and private
sectors, and appreciate the opportunity
to engage with admissions officers from
their alma maters. Don’t underestimate
word of mouth when it comes to
recruitment plans.

* Engaging currently enrolled
international students during
recruitment and student orientation is

Top Five Receiving Countries in the Region

Destination

Israel

United Arab Emirates
Morocco

Jordan

Egypt

2019/20 % Change

1,893 -46.4%
1,222 28.0%
810 -53.7%
603 -43.3%
374 50.8%

Five Countries (with over 100 students) with Highest
Percentage Growth/Lowest Percentage Decline, U.S.
Students in the Region (Five-Year Trend)

Country 2015/16

Egypt 124
United Arab Emirates 718
NEE 2,435
Jordan 969
Morocco 1,403

52 EducationUSA + GLOBAL GUIDE 2022

2019/20 % Change

374 201.6%
1,222 70.2%
1,893 -22.3%

603 -37.8%

810 -42.3%

another helpful strategy for reaching
prospective students. EducationUSA
invites all students and alumni to
submit an interest form to connect with
EducationUSA advisers who are eager
to develop joint programming, student
success profiles, and other engagement
opportunities.

Although EducationUSA advisers can
offer guidance and advice about Gulf
scholarship programs, U.S. institutions
are encouraged to reach out directly to
scholarship organizations with specific
questions.

North Africa is a largely untapped
market for international students.

HEIls are encouraged to contact
EducationUSA for assistance in planning
a trip or virtual engagement focused

on Algeria, Egypt, Libya, Morocco, or
Tunisia.

Institutional Partnerships

HEIs throughout MENA are eager to
explore partnerships with U.S. institutions
that provide opportunities for reciprocal
student and scholar exchanges, joint
research ventures, and dual-degree
programs. EducationUSA REACs and
advisers can provide information to

local institutions about the U.S. higher
education sector and strategic guidance
on establishing successful partnerships.
Beyond EducationUSA advising services,
the Department of State’s Bureau of
Educational and Cultural Affairs facilitates
other in-person and virtual exchanges

to support student mobility, institutional
partnerships, and higher education
capacity building, including the Fulbright
Program and the International Visitor
Leadership Program.

In contrast to the United States, national
governments across the MENA region
include ministries that centralize the
curriculum, accreditation, training, and
strategic priorities for each country’s
education sector. As a result, governments
are critical stakeholders for institutions
seeking to establish partnerships with
local universities. EducationUSA REACs
and advisers can facilitate engagement
among institutions interested in
collaboration in the region. In many
cases, the U.S. embassy or consulate in
that country can also connect interested
parties. There is a growing interest in
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establishing partnerships with technical
colleges, aviation institutions, 2+2
programs, and short-term programs in
Kuwait. Saudi universities are interested in
Arabic-language programs, study abroad
partnerships, training, faculty exchange
programs, and U.S. academic programs
based in the Kingdom. Universities in

the UAE seek partnerships with higher
education institutions in surrounding
emirates, beyond Abu Dhabi and Dubai.

While many institutions in the region are
interested in establishing partnerships,

it is crucial that all parties clearly

outline goals and expectations. In the
Palestinian Territories, one idea to

help facilitate these connections is the
creation of a database of the specific
types of collaboration available from

U.S. institutions (such as curriculum
development or student or faculty
exchange) that would include information
on how local institutions can contact them
for further discussion. U.S. HEIs should

be prepared to highlight their strengths
and offer suggestions for mutually
beneficial arrangements. For example,
many countries in MENA are interested

EducationUSA state.gov

in partnerships for English-language
instruction, which could be accomplished
through faculty exchanges, specific in-
country workshops, or virtual initiatives.
While virtual exchanges in some cases
may be a great approach, in countries like
Yemen, issues with connectivity or staff
continuity could present a challenge.

Foreign Government and Private Funding
Bahrain, Egypt, Irag, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar,
Saudi Arabia, and the UAE currently

fund government-sponsored scholarship
programs. These governments maintain
lists of approved receiving institutions.
One strategy to raise awareness of U.S.
institutions and increase the chance

of inclusion on these lists is to visit

these countries’ cultural missions in
Washington, DC, and conduct outreach
by email or phone. Proactive engagement
can offer U.S. institutions the opportunity
to inform government authorities about
their programs of study, express interest
in hosting students from the region,

and explain how U.S. institutions are
prepared to be effective and qualified
hosts for their students. In many of these
countries, the number of scholarships

available for students to study in the
United States declined in the last few
years due to budget constraints. U.S. HEIs
should highlight both the quality and
affordability of their programs and work
closely with the funders and organizations
offering scholarships to these students.

Bahrain. Through the Crown Prince’s
International Scholarship Program
(CPISP), the government of Bahrain
provides scholarships supporting
overseas study for 10 students, most

of whom choose to study in the United
States. All scholarship students enter at
the undergraduate level and can receive
full funding through a doctoral degree.

Oman. Since 2012, Oman’s Ministry of
Higher Education (MoHE) has offered
scholarships for Omanis to pursue
undergraduate and graduate studies

in the United States. More than 500
students study abroad annually and go
to 21 scholarship destinations, with the
United States and the United Kingdom
hosting the largest numbers of students.
Most scholarships are awarded to support
“Omanization,” an initiative to increase
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the number of Omani citizens employed
in industries of strategic importance

to Oman. Over 75 percent of Omanis
studying in the United States are on a
scholarship program. The number of
undergraduate and graduate scholarships
decreased in the last year, with the Direct
Entry Scholarship (DES), an external
undergraduate scholarship for students,
placed on hold in fall 2021. Despite this,
many Omani students continue to pursue
higher education studies in the United
States. For undergraduate study, there
are two types of government-funded
scholarships: Science, Technology,
Engineering, and Mathematics Education
(STEM); and Education, Social Sciences,
Art, and Management (ESAM). The
Ministry of Higher Education (MoHE)
selects receiving institutions for all
students on these scholarship programs.
At the graduate level, the MoHE offers

a National Postgraduate Scholarship
supporting study in key subjects at select
institutions. To be eligible for a National
Postgraduate Scholarship, applicants
must have received an unconditional
offer of admission at an MoHE-approved
university. Visit the MoHE website for
more information on approved U.S.
universities that can receive Omani
government-sponsored students.

Kuwait. The Ministry of Higher Education
(MoHE) offers a scholarship for
undergraduate studies that includes an
initial year of English-language instruction
to ensure proficiency. In 2018, the Kuwaiti
government began requiring that all
scholarship recipients earn a score of five
or higher on the International English
Language Testing System (IELTS) or

a 45 or higher on the Test of English

as a Foreign Language (TOEFL) to
receive a scholarship to study abroad.
This policy shift reduced the number of
students eligible for scholarships. There
is a generally low standard of English-
language proficiency among Kuwaiti
public- school students, who formerly
comprised approximately 85 percent of
scholarship recipients. Pharmacy studies
is no longer an approved field of study
for Kuwaiti scholarship recipients in the
United States, and rigorous requirements
for admission to U.S. medical and
dentistry schools have caused more
Kuwaiti students to pursue these fields

in other countries, mainly the UK and
Ireland. The MoHE also offers graduate
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scholarships to qualified applicants who
have already received funds from the
ministry’s undergraduate scholarship
program. Additionally, government
agencies and private institutions such
as Kuwait University, Kuwait Institute
for Scientific Research, the Civil Service
Commission, the Public Authority for
Applied Education and Training, and
the Kuwait Investment Authority offer
scholarship opportunities for graduate
students.

Libya. The Libyan government continues
to grant scholarships to top students;
however, due to the processing time for
funding (in some cases taking years),
many students have been left unable to
pursue study overseas.

Qatar. The government of Qatar offers
scholarships to Qatari students pursuing
studies outside of Qatar. Factors
considered for eligibility include high
school exit scores, English language
proficiency, and unconditional acceptance
to a government-approved U.S. university
and field of study. In addition, male
students must complete one year of
national service or be given a waiver
before pursuing post-secondary studies.
While female students have the option
to complete national service, they are
not required to do so before continuing
their education. Scholarship recipients
must also commit to working at one of
30 government entities upon graduation.
Other companies, such as Qatar Airways
and Sidra Medical Center, and industries
such as the banking sector and the gas
and petroleum sector, offer scholarships,;
most of which adhere to the government
program requirements.

Saudi Arabia. The government of Saudi
Arabia has restructured its scholarship
program to better align with its economic
and workforce development goals.
Saudi Arabia launched the strategy of
the Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques
Scholarship Program on March 7, 2022,
supporting high-achieving high school
and university graduates in one of

four tracks: Pioneer Path, Supply Path,
Research and Development Path, and
Promising Path.

The Pioneer Path (Alrwad) supports
students pursuing bachelor’s and master’s
degrees in various fields at 30 higher

education institutions around the world.
The goal is to increase competitiveness
in disciplines that support sustainable
development and contribute to the
Kingdom’s Vision 2030 initiative.

The Supply Path (Imdad) targets training,
bachelor's, and master's degrees in fields
that meet the needs of the labor market.
It supports students pursuing study at
200 higher education institutions around
the world.

The Research and Development Path
supports students pursuing doctoral
degrees in select fields at 200 higher
education institutions around the world.

The Promising Path (Waaed) track
supports students pursuing bachelor’s
and master’s degrees in sectors and fields
that are growing in demand.

For more information about the program,
visit the Custodian of the Two Holy
Mosques Scholarship Program website.

Other scholarship programs include the
Ministry of Culture Scholarship, the Saudi
Space Commission Scholarship, Al-Ula,
NEOM, Mawhiba, MISK, and the Institute
of Public Administration (IPA). Companies
like ARAMCO and SABIC also provide
employees with scholarships to study
abroad, focusing on the United States.

UAE. Of the 1,737 Emiratis studying in
the United States in AY 2020-2021, 80
percent were at the undergraduate level,
while just over 13 percent studied at the
graduate level. A majority of students
received full scholarship support. 10
scholarship programs offering full
funding are available to UAE students to
support study in the United States. Some
scholarships are specific to a particular
emirate, and benefits differ depending
on the government entity awarding the
scholarship. The Ministry of Education
(MOE) scholarship program is open to
all UAE students; recipients receive full
tuition support, a monthly stipend of
more than USD$3,200, an annual airline
ticket, funds for books and clothing,
medical insurance, and other benefits.
UAE students on scholarships must attend
one of the 50 U.S. universities on the
MOE-approved list and pursue majors
approved by the scholarship-granting
institution. To qualify, students must gain
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admission at an approved institution,
meet English-language proficiency
requirements, and achieve a high grade-
point average in grade 12. Similarly, the
Abu Dhabi Department of Education and
Knowledge (ADEK) provides scholarships
for study at select U.S. HEIs. Approved
majors, many of which are in STEM fields,
are determined by anticipated UAE job
market needs.

Many oil companies and other private
firms in the region offer scholarships to
current and future employees working
in STEM fields. Abu Dhabi National

Oil Company, Saudi Basic Industries
Company (SABIC), and Saudi Aramco all
have programs for high school students
who are on track to become employees
after obtaining a bachelor’s degree in
the United States. Companies in Qatar,
such as Qatar Airways, Sidra Medicine,
and Qatar Petroleum, implement similar
programs.

Regional Economics and Market Demands

Students in the MENA region have
traditionally prioritized STEM fields when
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exploring programs of study. In Gulf
countries, most government scholarship
programs specify approved majors

based on labor market and workforce
development needs. Nationalization
practices have been developed to reduce
the need for expatriate labor. Qatari

and Emirati nationals, for example,

are minority groups in their country’s
population. As a result, expatriates fill
many roles, but ministries of labor seek
to expand the employment of citizens in
priority fields and encourage their citizens
to pursue key fields of study. These
include innovation, entrepreneurship,
space science, alternative and renewable
energy, engineering, artificial intelligence,
hospitality, culinary studies, health, music,
performing arts, sciences, and business
information technology.

In addition to popular STEAM fields, some
emerging sectors, including cybersecurity
and English-language instruction, offer
opportunities for U.S. recruiters. Saudi
students may be interested in short-term
English language programs to prepare
for graduate studies, achieve eligibility

for scholarships, and attain a competitive
advantage in the labor market. Peace
studies are also gaining prominence as

a discipline, especially in current and
former conflict zones. New fields of study
are emerging in Saudi Arabia as the
country opens its borders to visitors and
tourists, whose presence drives demand
for expertise in managing historical sites,
national parks, theme parks, and concerts.
In March 2020, the Saudi Ministry of
Tourism launched the Your Future Tourism
campaign, which aims to create 100,000
jobs by the end of 2021 and one million
jobs by 2030.

Regional EducationUSA Events, Fairs, and
Conferences (in person and virtual)
EducationUSA centers in the region
organize in-person and virtual events
throughout the year. Consult the
EducationUSA website and Facebook
pages for information about the growing
number of webinars, fairs, and workshops
offered in specific countries across the
region. REACs also share regular updates
via the MENA newsletter for HEls, which
is issued six times per year, and via a
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closed Facebook group, “EducationUSA
in the Middle East and North Africa.”
Throughout the year, EducationUSA
advising centers offer country briefing
webinars with information about local
education systems, challenges and
opportunities, and country-specific
developments that impact student
recruitment. EducationUSA hosted the
first virtual fair for the MENA region

in December 2020, and advisers

plan to offer more opportunities to
engage virtually in the future. U.S. HEI
representatives can further engage

by meeting with U.S. embassy public
affairs and consular staff (subject to
scheduling availability), presenting at

an EducationUSA advising center, and
visiting local high schools or universities.
HEI representatives are encouraged to
contact EducationUSA centers to explore
options. Upcoming fairs and exhibitions in
which EducationUSA is participating are
listed below.

EducationUSA REACs maintain a list of
regional fairs and opportunities in which
U.S. HEIs may participate.

Bahrain. The EDUTEX Bahrain Education
and Training Exhibition is usually held

in March at the Bahrain International
Exhibition and Convention Center. The
University of Bahrain Career Fair takes
place in April.
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Oman. The Global Higher Education
Exhibition (GHEDEX) in Muscat and Sohar
is Oman’s largest higher education expo
and takes place annually in October

and April. The virtual Education and
Training Exhibition (EduTrex) and the

IDP education fair held in September are
also popular. This year’s EduTraC Oman

exhibition will be held October 11-12, 2022.

Saudi Arabia. The International Exhibition
and Conference on Higher Education

is an MOE-hosted university fair that
draws the participation of hundreds

of local and international universities.
The fair is held every other year but has
been temporarily suspended due to the
COVID-19 pandemic. The International
Education and Conference Exhibition
(ICEE) resumed in May 2022 and drew a
global presence.

UAE. NAJAH, the official government-
sponsored education expo, typically
attracts more than 1,600 visitors. It will
occur in Abu Dhabi on October 16-18,
2022, and in Dubai on October 23-25.

In addition, the Sharjah International
Education Fair will take place October 19-
20, 2022, at the Sharjah Expo Center.

All Countries. EducationUSA centers host
regular web chats and video conferences
for students in the region. Advisers offer
focused online discussions on study
options and undergraduate and graduate
admissions issues. Advisers also present

regular weekly or monthly sessions on
financial aid, personal statements, and
standardized tests.

All advising centers conduct pre-
departure orientations in the summer, and
some centers also conduct orientations in
January. U.S. institutions are encouraged
to advise accepted students to visit the
EducationUSA website or contact their
local EducationUSA center for dates

and times. Even students who are new

to EducationUSA or first-time visitors

are welcome to attend a pre-departure
orientation.

Many centers host monthly meetings with
guidance counselors from surrounding
secondary schools. These meetings offer
opportunities for U.S. HEIs to engage with
local schools and prospective students.
Interested representatives should contact
an adviser.

U.S. Study Abroad in the Region

The COVID-19 global pandemic affected
U.S. study abroad programs across

the United States and to all global
destinations, resulting in a 53 percent
decline overall, according to the most
recent Open Doors data. In AY 2019-2020,
the most recently measured, 162,633
American students studied abroad for
academic credit, most of whom enrolled
in programs prior to March 2020. Declines
in U.S. study abroad programming
occurred primarily during spring and
summer 2020. Summer programs, which
comprised 39 percent of all U.S. study
abroad programming in AY 2018-2019,
decreased by 99 percent in 2019-2020.
During spring 2020, 867 U.S. HEIs
launched emergency efforts to return
students to the United States, bringing

a reported 55,000 students home from
their studies early amid the COVID-19
pandemic. U.S. study abroad programs
were able to pivot and offer alternative
modes of study abroad. For example, 242
institutions reported offering online global
learning experiences to more than 10,400
students.

The number of U.S. students studying

in the MENA region has generally been
relatively small compared with other
regions. According to 2021 Open Doors
data, just over 3 percent of all U.S. study
abroad students in AY 2019-2020, or 5,134
students, studied in the region. In 2021
and 2022, there has been some rebound
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of study abroad demand in the region;
however, it will take some time for this
rebound to be reflected in Open Doors
data.

U.S. students sometimes study or
participate in exchange programs at

the six American universities in Qatar.
These universities have exchange
programs with their home campuses

and see a flow of students between the
U.S. and Doha campuses throughout

the year. There are fewer opportunities
for U.S. students to study at other

HEIls throughout the country because
instruction is predominantly in Arabic.
Recently, universities in Saudi Arabia
have begun expressing interest in foreign
student exchange programs and research
partnerships.

In 2021, the U.S. embassy in Lebanon
received a Study Abroad Engagement
Grant from the USA Study Abroad

Branch at the U.S. Department of State

to carry out capacity-building projects to
promote U.S. study abroad in the region.
In addition, the State Department’s IDEAS
program can provide U.S. HEIs funding

to develop or diversify study abroad
programming in the region.

Although EducationUSA advising centers
in the region do not host study abroad
programs, some centers offer internship
opportunities and are eager to work

with American student volunteers.

Study abroad staff can inform students
about potential internships and connect
students with a local advising center.

U.S. study abroad students are welcome
to join EducationUSA programming
activities throughout the region. U.S.
institutions are encouraged to provide
information and resources to study
abroad participants prior to their
departure from the United States so

that they can promote the institution to
local audiences. Students have delivered
general presentations about their
institutions, joined conversation groups,
assisted with mock admissions interviews,
and participated in alumni fairs and other
events that allowed them to engage with
local high school and university students.
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Best and Worst Times of the Year to Interact with
Students (in person and virtual)

Algeria. The best time to visit is from November to February. Avoid traveling
during Ramadan and the Eid holidays.

Bahrain, Kuwait, Qatar. The best time to visit is from October to February. Avoid
traveling during Ramadan and the Eid holidays. There are many international
school calendars due to the large expatriate community. Consider the Indian
school timetable as well as exam preparation times.

Egypt. The best times to visit are from October to December and mid-February
to March. Avoid visiting during Ramadan, Eid, and other major holidays, including
Sham el Nessim (April) and Sinai Liberation Day (April 25).

Iran, Iraq, Libya, Syria, and Yemen. Travel is not advised (at the time of
publication). Virtual interaction is recommended. Consult travel.state.gov for more
information.

Israel. The best times to visit are from November to January and March to May.
Avoid significant holidays, such as New Year and Passover, the dates for which can
vary each year.

Jordan. The best times to visit are from October to November and February to
May. Avoid traveling during major religious holidays, such as Ramadan, Eid, Easter,
or Palm Sunday.

Lebanon. The best time to visit is from mid-October to March. First-term exams
take place in early January. Avoid visiting during major religious holidays.

Morocco. The best times to visit are from October to November and March to April.

Avoid visiting during Ramadan and the Eid holidays.

Oman. Visit during the Global Higher Education Exhibition, Oman’s largest higher
education expo, typically held in April. Another good time to visit is during
EduTraC, in October in Muscat.

Palestinian Territories. The best times to visit are from September to November
and February to April. Avoid traveling during Ramadan, Eid, major exam periods
(January, May, June, October, and December), and the summer break (June to
August).

Saudi Arabia. The best time to visit is from October to February. Avoid traveling
during Ramadan and the Eid holidays. There are many international school
calendars due to the large expatriate community. Consider the Indian school
timetable as well as exam preparation times. In AY 2021-2022 Saudi Arabia moved
to three semesters instead of two, resulting in long weekends and shortened
summer vacation in July and August.

Tunisia. The best time to visit is from October to November and from January to
mid-February. Avoid major exam periods (early December and late February to
early March).

UAE. The best time to visit is from October to February. Avoid traveling during
Ramadan and the Eid holidays. There are many international school calendars
due to the large expatriate community. Consider the Indian school timetable as
well as exam preparation times. At the beginning of 2022, the UAE transitioned
to a 4.5-day work week, with weekends consisting of Friday afternoon, Saturday,
and Sunday. Some schools extend daily school hours to ensure students receive
sufficient instructional time.
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EducationUSA advising centers in South
and Central Asia (SCA) are located at
U.S. embassies and consulates, Fulbright
Commissions, American Councils for
International Education offices, and local
nonprofit organizations .

There are 80 advisers at 37 EducationUSA
centers in SCA, with several countries
hosting multiple advising centers at
various host institutions. Uzbekistan
recently added new centers in response
to demand for academic advising services
and interest in U.S. higher education. The
largest concentration of centers is in India,
Pakistan, Bangladesh, and Kazakhstan.
There are more than 40 advisers in India
across eight centers, 14 advisers in Pakistan
across three centers, six advisers in
Bangladesh across three centers, and four
advisers in Kazakhstan across four centers
and one virtual adviser. Advisers in SCA
function as mentors and local experts on
the U.S. higher education sector, providing
advising sessions, engaging with students
virtually and in person, and conducting
outreach activities.

Given the current safety and security
situation, EducationUSA is not able

to offer in-person advising services in
Afghanistan. The U.S. embassy in Kabul
suspended operations in Afghanistan

on August 31, 2021. Before the security
situation deteriorated, the U.S.
Department of State provided in-person
EducationUSA academic advising services
in Kabul, Herat, and Mazar-i-Sharif.

The EducationUSA Opportunity Funds
program, serving high-achieving
prospective students who demonstrate
financial need, operates at advising
centers in Nepal, Pakistan, Sri Lanka,
and Turkmenistan. Nepal and Pakistan
host Opportunity Funds cohorts for

undergraduate students. Cohorts engage
in robust mentoring activities over two
years and interact with Opportunity Funds
alumni. Sri Lanka and Turkmenistan host
Opportunity Funds cohorts for graduate
students, offering mentoring activities
for one year. U.S. higher education
institutions (HEIs) are encouraged to
reach out to the advising centers to learn
more about supporting Opportunity
Funds students through virtual programs
and specialized scholarships.

EducationUSA advising centers in

SCA conduct strategic outreach in

their respective countries in close
collaboration with public affairs and
consular sections at U.S. embassies and
consulates. U.S. HEI representatives
assist advising centers in engaging
public audiences by joining visits and
participating in webinars for students,
high school counselors, and local
postsecondary institutions. In addition,
visits to advising centers by U.S. college
and university representatives allow
EducationUSA to highlight outreach
opportunities with local HEIs and
facilitate personal interactions with
students, parents, and local educational
institutions.

Regional Overview

SCA is a region of vast cultural and
geographic diversity, and it is home to
one of the largest youth populations in
the world. Young people in the region are
driven and eager to enter the workforce.
Limited access to higher educationis a
significant challenge. People-to-people
ties and international student exchanges
are crucial in this region. South Asian
economies are among the fastest-growing
globally, and the region is a tremendous
market for recruiting highly qualified
students. Despite the growth, challenges
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include high inflation and volatile economic
conditions in Pakistan, Sri Lanka, and

other South and Central Asian countries;
widespread pandemic lockdowns; rising
food costs; and regional and domestic
security situations. Turmoil in Afghanistan
has also affected neighboring nations.

U.S. higher education costs are becoming
increasingly unaffordable for students in
countries with declining currencies like
Pakistan and Sri Lanka. The Pakistani rupee
fell nearly 12 percent against the U.S. dollar
in 2021 and plummeted to an all-time low
as of April 2022. (Source: Livemint)

While SCA stretches from Kazakhstan in
the north to the Maldives in the south,
students from this region share common
traits: They seek similar fields of study
(notably STEM and business) and look
for the development of practical skills
that prepare them for future careers.
Prospective students and their parents
view the award of a scholarship - even

a partial tuition award - as a prestigious
achievement. SCA has many educational

EducationUSA state.gov

systems, including local government-
supported schools and private English-
medium schools. Students from Central
Asia are likely to seek intensive English-
language programs abroad, while those
in India and the rest of South Asia

have opportunities to achieve English
proficiency in their home countries. In
Uzbekistan, the U.S. government has
invested millions of dollars to partner
with the Uzbek government to promote
English language education, , focusing
on improving textbooks , curriculum
development, teacher training, and access
to English-language study opportunities.
There continues to be a growing interest
in English-language programs amongst
the populations of Central Asia. With a
median age of less than 26 years, the
burgeoning youth population faces
limited postsecondary capacity and
barriers to access to quality higher
education locally, thereby driving demand
for academic opportunities abroad.

In many parts of SCA, the internet is
widely and easily accessible, with most
users accessing the web through mobile
devices. According to the January

2022 Digital Global Overview Report,
internet use grew by 6.7 percent in
Central Asia and 9.1 percent in South
Asia in 2021. Internet connection speeds
vary significantly across the region

and between rural and urban areas.
Disruptions to electrical service are
becoming less frequent; however, some
countries continue to face outages
during peak summer and winter months.
In addition, government-imposed
restrictions limit online activity in some
countries. Government limits on internet
speed, specific applications, and services
impact students’ ability to access some
online content, conduct research,

sit for exams, and interact virtually.
EducationUSA centers in the region

are equipped with computers, offering
students an alternative, reliable way to
connect to the internet. The COVID-19
pandemic significantly disrupted many
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students’ access to the internet in physical
EducationUSA centers. Many people
throughout the region lack internet
access at home, meaning many students
cannot access virtual learning options

or participate in virtual programming.

The U.S. higher education system is well
positioned to provide training in fields
that will equip graduates with practical
skills to address these challenges.

Although the United States remains

the top study destination for students
from the region, students and families
are attuned to political developments
and discourse. Students are attracted

to countries in which they anticipate

the ability to obtain student visas,

work, and in some cases, transition

to permanent residency. Traditionally,
students from the region have gravitated
toward the United States, Canada, the
United Kingdom, and Australia. However,
over the past few years, China, Japan,
Malaysia, and India have begun to attract
more students by offering government
scholarships, affordable tuition, and
employment opportunities. Such offers,
combined with proximity to the students’
home countries, make these options
increasingly attractive. Linguistic and
cultural ties drew many Central Asians
to study in Russia and the former Soviet
Union. Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan,

in particular, have expanded higher
education capacity in recent years and
are becoming attractive to students

who wish to stay closer to home. The
Arab Gulf States are also an option for
students from the region, given their

proximity, multicultural environment, and
more flexible student visa regulations.

Reliance on consultants or agents is
common among prospective students,
especially in India, Bangladesh, and
Pakistan. Consultants and agents provide
a range of services, from basic advice

to the full completion of applications

for students. Representatives of U.S
institutions should highlight their
institutional recruitment standards and
criteria as a strength when speaking

with parents and students. Institutions
are encouraged to publicize their
relationships with consultants and agents
to ensure international students are fully
informed.

Recent Trends

According to the Institute of International
Education’s (IIE) 2027 Open Doors® Report
on International Educational Exchange,
just over 22 percent of international
students in the United States in the
academic year (AY) 2020-2021 were from
the SCA region. Open Doors reported a
12.5 percent decrease in mobility from
this region, with 201,260 students from
SCA studying in the United States in AY
2020-2021.

Of the SCA students studying in the
United States, approximately 42 percent
are in graduate programs, and 39.5
percent are enrolled in Optional Practical
Training (OPT). Undergraduate students
represent 18 percent of international
students from SCA. Student mobility to
the United States declined in AY 2020-

Student Mobility in the Region (Five-Year Trend)

238,621

2021 across the 11 countries in SCA, with
the steepest drops in Bhutan (-24.7
percent), Maldives (-20.7 percent), and
Tajikistan (-15.3 percent). According to
Open Doors data, Bangladesh, India,
Nepal, and Pakistan were among the top
25 sending countries in the world to the
United States in AY 2020-2021. India and
Nepal are the second- and 12th-largest
senders in the world respectively, while
Bangladesh and Pakistan are the 14th-
and 18th-largest senders.

Bangladesh, India, Nepal, Pakistan, and
Sri Lanka were among the top 25 sending
countries of graduate students to the
United States in AY 2020-2021. India (-5.7
percent) and Nepal (-4.1 percent) saw
declines after years of steady increases.

Political unrest in the region has
impacted mobility and will be a
challenge for the foreseeable future. In
January 2022, widespread protests in
Kazakhstan led to internet shutdowns
for several days, directly impacting
students' ability to meet U.S. institutions’
application deadlines. In Turkmenistan,
restrictive measures related to the
COVID-19 pandemic include a ban on
all international commercial flights and
reduced mobility within the country.
Since March 2020, roughly 20 students
have been able to secure charter
flights. All students were required

to submit individual petitions to the
government for exit permits. The ban
on international commercial flights will
be largely unavailable, likely through
2022. In Tajikistan, border conflicts
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with Kyrgyzstan have affected students
seeking affordable American-style
education at the American University in
Central Asia, located in Bishkek.

Sri Lanka continues to face a political and
economic crisis. Defaults on foreign debt
have led to crippling power cuts and an
extreme scarcity of food, fuel, and other
essential items such as medicines. One of
Sri Lanka’s significant sources of income,
tourism, has been impacted heavily. In
2021, the country welcomed just 173,000
tourists, down from 2.3 million in 2018.

Several factors contributed to increasing
numbers of graduate students from

the region. Local HEIs often require a
foreign terminal degree when hiring
faculty, fueling interest in foreign
doctoral programs. A lack of opportunity
to pursue research in their home
countries also leads many students to
seek foreign research opportunities,
especially in the United States. Savvy
students understand that connections
made during graduate studies can

build careers, leading many to pursue
graduate degrees abroad to expand their
professional networks. The high cost of
U.S. undergraduate education is also an
important factor that can drive students
to pursue fully or partially funded
graduate study in the United States.

Private English-language secondary
schools prepare students for
undergraduate study abroad in some
countries. Although such schools
hesitate to sacrifice class hours to
accommodate visiting college and
university representatives, EducationUSA
advisers may be able to assist institutional
representatives in securing a meeting.
Advisers are well-placed, well-connected,
and able to invite qualified students

to meet U.S. HEI representatives at
EducationUSA advising centers or

during a college fair. Students and their
families are increasingly concerned about
safety on U.S. campuses and in local
communities. Many opt to apply to states
and institutions with existing diaspora
communities or sizable international
student populations. Institutions are
encouraged to address safety concerns
and share success stories of international
students thriving on campus and in the
community.
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Gap years are increasingly common
among prospective students from the
region.

Top Senders and Countries to Watch
Below are the top 10 countries in the
region by number of students studying in
the United States. Student Mobility Facts
and Figures sheets for all countries are
available on the EducationUSA website.

India

Nepal
Bangladesh
Pakistan
Kazakhstan
Sri Lanka
Uzbekistan

NOUA NN

8. Afghanistan
9. Kyrgyzstan
10. Turkmenistan

What to Expect in the Next Three to Five
Years

South Asia has a huge population of
youth, many of whom will pursue study
abroad. Across the region, competition
for limited seats in engineering and
business programs at respected local
undergraduate institutions may increase
the number of undergraduate applicants
to the United States.

Central Asia's most populous country,

Uzbekistan, is home to more than 34
million people, 64 percent of whom are
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younger than 30. Close to half of Uzbek
students in the United States pursue an
undergraduate degree, including many
students at community colleges. English-
language instruction is improving in the
country, paving the way for more students
to pursue educational opportunities in the
United States.

As the country develops and the economy
grows, more families will have funds

to pay for quality education and will
consider sending their children abroad.
Uzbekistan’s educational vision and
priorities continue to evolve. In 2019,

the Ministry of Higher and Secondary-
Specialized Education introduced a five-
year education sector plan focused on
expanding English-language curriculum,
increasing technical and vocational
training, opening new educational
institutions, and diversifying available
fields of study. The public affairs section
at the U.S. embassy in Tashkent recently
awarded a $5 million grant to create the
English Speaking Nation (ESN) program.
The number of private high schools
continues to increase, with many focusing
on STEM education. Uzbek universities
seek partnerships with foreign institutions
to support their internationalization
efforts. Recently, several U.S. institutions
have signed agreements around teacher
training and geological sciences.

The new EducationUSA Center at
American Corner Qarshi opened its
doors to students from the Qashgadaryo
region in March 2021, with an additional
center opening in Namangan in May
2022. The EducationUSA Qarshi and
Namangan advisers work closely with

Five Countries of Origin (with over 100 students)
with Highest Percentage Growth, International
Students in the Region (Five-Year Trend)

Country 2016/17

Kyrgyzstan 216

Bangladesh 7,143
Turkmenistan 231
NG 7,015
Uzbekistan 505
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Fulbright English Teaching Assistants
and other American teachers involved
in EducationUSA activities and events.
EducationUSA plans to open three more
centers to meet the country’s needs.

Shared linguistic and historical roots have
long made Russia a study destination

for Central Asian students; however,
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine and resulting
economic instability and political concerns
are prompting families to look elsewhere
for study and work opportunities.
Affordable options and community
colleges with articulation agreements
with four-year institutions are attractive.
In Turkmenistan, there are limited seats

in STEM and business programs at the
undergraduate level, making foreign
institutions attractive. Due to limited
access and slow or unr